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Episode #032 – A Deed Without A Name
The Infinite and the Beyond

An esoteric podcast for the introspective pagan mind hosted by Chris Orapello
www.infinite-beyond.com 

 Show Introduction.

➢ MM, BB, 93, Hello and Welcome to the 32nd Episode of “The Infinite and the Beyond,” an esoteric podcast for the 

introspective pagan mind.  Where we explore a variety of topics which relate to life and one’s unique spiritual  

journey. I am your host Chris Orapello.  Intro music by George Wood.

➢ In this episode… 

• We speak with Author, Lee Morgan about her new book A Deed Without A Name: Unearthing the Legacy of  

Traditional  Witchcraft.  We hear  some awesome music  by our  featured artist  Swallows from their  latest 

album “Witching and Divining.” In A Corner in the Occult we learn about Scottish witch Isobel Gowdie who 

was tried for witchcraft back in the 17th century.  And in the Essence of Magick we consider the values and 

issues surrounding Authenticity, but before all that, here is “Witching and Divining” by the band Swallows.  

Enjoy.

▪ http://swallows.bandcamp.com/album/witching-divining   

▪ http://swallowthemusic.com/   

 Featured Artist

 “Witching and Diving” by Swallows

 Interview Part 1 : Lee Morgan

 Segment:  A Corner in the Occult:   (approx. 1300-1500 words): Isobel Gowdie

(Background Music: “Piano Quartet in g 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer)

Hello and welcome to “A Corner in the Occult” Where we focus on one part or person from the history of 

occultism.  In these regular segments, I touch upon many aspects of the occult and I hope to offer you something new or  

at least something to think about.  The information presented is always done so in the best manner possible in regards to  

its content and accuracy depending on the available sources.  There is a lot in occultism that one may never choose to  

look into, and here you have the opportunity to learn about someone whom you may have never bothered to investigate  

and oddly enough there are at least some people who may be unaware of who our topic is on…
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•  Introduction...

◦ One of most of the witchcraft confessions obtained in trials from the past centuries,  Isobel  Gowdie's, a  

flaming red haired woman from Auldearn, Scotland, is said to be the most elaborate and compelling and 

offers a unique look at what Scottish Witchcraft may have been like.

• Life...

◦ Isobel Gowdie was born in the early half of the 17 th century, possibly during the year 1632 in Auldearn, 

Scotland, but the exact date or year is unknown.  Her father was a lawyer and her family had converted to 

the Protestant Kirk after being Catholic which was thought to have been done for a variety of reasons some 

of which pertained to business and politics as this was a turbulent time in Scottish history.  Conflicts between  

Catholics  and  Protestants,  Roundheads  and  Cavaliers,  as  well  as  with  the  Scots  and  the  English  were 

common.

◦ For example,  she may have experienced one these conflicts  first  hand as the Battle  of  Auldearn which 

happened on May 8th of 1645 occurred in her town when she was most likely a young woman.  In the battle,  

troops of the Earl of Montrose fought for the Royalist side against the Covenanters, that were led by Sir John 

Hurry.  There was a significant amount of bloodshed from this battle as over 2000 soldiers lost their lives. 

Isobel, being local to the battle, may have had to have taken shelter, watched from a local hillside, or helped  

tend to the wounded of the survivors as they made they were into the town.  She may have even known  

some of the soldiers involved in the battle.

◦ In all respects, Isobel was reported to be an educated, refined, and accomplished woman, who with her  

flaming red hair was said to be very beautiful as well.  Despite her privileges in life, and the possibility of 

marrying into a higher class familly, she was instead coaxed by her father into marrying a tenant farmer by 

the name of John Gilbert of Lochloy, a Kirk Elder who was said to be dour and very religious.

◦ In her new home she felt isolated and unaccepted by her neighbors due to the class differences and so  

became very lonely and occupied her time as best she could.

• Her journey into witchcraft...

◦ According to her own accounts, her journey into witchcraft wouldn't begin until 1647.  While walking in the  

woods one day she came across a woman by the name of Margaret Brodie who was the daughter of a gypsy  

woman.  Margaret and her mother lived in a run down cottage in the woods near where Isobel had been 

wandering.  To Isobel, Maraget was a fascinating woman and was said to possess the second-sight and some  

esoteric knowledge which she taught Isobel over time.
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◦ But it was after her first encounter with Maragaret that she, while walking home, crossed paths with a man 

dressed all in gray who she says was the devil.  She made a covenant with him and promised to meet him 

during the night in the Church of Aulderne.

◦ She says in her first confession: 

‘The first thing I did that night was deny my baptism. Then I put one of my hands on the crown of  

my head and the other to the sole of my foot and renounced all between my two hands to the  

Devil. He was in the reader’s desk with a black book in his hand. Margaret Brodie from Aulderne  

held me up to the Devil to be baptised by him. And he marked me in the shoulder and sucked out  

my blood from the mark and spat it into his hand, and, sprinkling it on my head, said, “I baptise  

thee Janet, in my own name!”’

◦ From that time forward she became involved with a coven of twelve other people of whom she would meet  

with quarterly throughout the year for the next 15 years.

• Her confessions...

◦ After many years of  living secretly  as a  witch she was arrested in 1662 and was tried for Witchcraft in  

Auldearn between April 13th and May 27th of that year. 

◦ During this time she gave four extremely detailed confessions regarding her activities as a witch that are 

often cited for their unusual specificity in comparison to other confessions of witchcraft. What also makes 

her confessions extra peculiar is that they are said to be unprovoked in the sense that she was reportedly not  

tortured in the same manner as other witches or that the conditions under which her confessions were given 

were free from coaching by  her interrogators.   However,  it  is  suspected that,  after  her  arrest,  she was  

probably beaten, deprived of sleep, not fed, and then held in solitary confinement for over a month.  During  

which time she was interrogated on four separate occasions by local ministers while in the presence of a  

dozen or more witnesses. The treatment she received prior to her trial would not have been documented  

which is why it is said that her confessions were received without force or torture.  So, it is noted by some 

scholars that Isobel may have still suffered in some sense during her ordeal, also knowing her situation, she 

may have confessed as much as she did to avoid torture.  

◦ Along with the seeming lack of torture it was the elaborateness of her confessions which has drawn such 

attention to her.  Although she admitted to many of the same dealings as other witches on trial she provided  

detailed accounts of her activities which got more specific in regards to what she was being asked as she felt  

more inclined to tell all, rather than leaving her response at a simple 'yes,' which may have awarded her 

some leniency for her crimes.
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◦ Her testimony is even credited with first introducing the word "coven" into the trial records as well as the  

standard number of 13 members comes from her confessions as well.

◦ She told her inquisitors of 27 magical charms designed for a variety of purposes and even named 10 spirits  

as well as some of the names of the people in her coven. 

◦ She also spoke of stealing cow's milk, controlling the wind, healing wounds, mending broken limbs, curing 

fevers, and even how to gain success at the market.

◦ She told of how she could fly about like straw whenever she wanted by using grass straw or corn stalks to act 

as her 'horse' and that while mounting it she would shout, “Horse and Haddock, in the Devil's name!” and 

then fly away to wherever she like.

◦ She claimed to have shape-shifted into a rabbit  as well  as an assortment of  other  animals by using an 

incantation like the following:

“I shall go into a hare,

With sorrow and sych and meickle care;

And I shall go in the Devil's name,

Ay while I come home again.”

◦ And then to change back she would say:

“Hare, hare, God send thee care.

I am in a hare's likeness now,

But I shall be in a woman's likeness even now.”

◦ She also told of how her and her coven on one particular occasion used their nail  clippings, grains, kale 

leaves, and the corpse of a dead child in a rite to destroy the fertility of a local farmer's land and crops.  

◦ She even claimed her and her coven would break into people homes, steal all their food and drink and then  

fill the barrels back up with their own urine.

◦ In order to be able to sneak out all night she said that she would magickally place a besom or a three-legged  

stool  in  bed beside her  husband to fool  him into thinking  she was there  while  she witched about  the  

countryside.  Using a special incantation she would make the besom resemble a woman sleeping until she  

returned. 

◦ She even visited the Downie Hills and dined with the Queen of Faerie – where they had more food than she  

could eat. She described, The Queen of Faerie as being finely clothed in white linens and brown and white  

clothes and the The King of Faerie is a fine-looking man, well built and broad faced.

◦ She even commented on cursing her Landord who had made unwelcome advances towards her which she 

did not approved of.  In turn he refused to repair her hearth and barn and even spread rumors about her 
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allover the town.  Isobel was obviously angered by his actions so, with the power of devil and the help of  

some coven-mates, they placed a curse him and his children so that he would have no male heir to carry on  

his legacy.  To do this they modeled figure of a child in clay, said some incantations over it and baked in a fire.  

And  it said that the landlord's existing existing sons died and those born later only thrived six months or so,  

before they also passed away.

◦ However  probably  her  most  detailed  and  graphic  confession  was  in  her  recantations  of  having  sexual  

relations with the devil where she said:

• "...he came to me, in the New Ward's of Inshoch, and there had carnal copulation with me. He was a  

very huge, black, rough man, very cold; and I found his nature within me all cold as spring well water.  

He will lie all heavy upon us, when he has carnal dealing with us, like a sack of barley malt. His  

member is exceedingly great and long; no man's member is so long and big as his. He would be  

among us like a stud horse among mares."

• "The youngest and lustiest women will have very great pleasure in their carnal copulation with him,  

yea much more than with their own husbands; and they will have an exceedingly great desire for it  

with him, as much as he can give them and more, and never think shame of it. He is abler for us that  

way than any man can be (Alas! that I should compare him to any man!) only he is heavy like a sack  

of barley malt; a huge nature, very cold as ice."

◦ Much of what we know of Isobel was derived from her confessions as being who she was in society, and not  

a part of the wealthy, there is little written of her life otherwise.  It's difficult to determine if she was in fact  

guilty of any of the things that she was being accused of or even to what she was confessing herself.  The 

detail, elaborateness, and consistency in her stories either allude to some semblance of truth or at least to  

the mind of a witty and creative woman who gave her inquisitors and later historians something to talk and  

speculate about in the centuries to come.  Some scholars such as British Historian Emma Wilby see Isobel's  

confessions as a glimpse into the world of a 17th century Scottish peasant woman and possibly even into the 

folk magick practices of the people of the time.

• Her death...

◦ Unfortunately though, like her birth,  after  her confessions there are records telling of  how she died or  

whether she was executed.  Though some sources say that it  was unlikely that she would have escaped  

execution along with the others tried as the result of her confessions.  And to support this theory, Gillian 

Tindall, author of the title  A Handbook on Witches, published in 1966, says that Isobel was hanged at the 

West Point of Elgin, her body was later burned and then her ashes were scattered.
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• Other Influences 

◦ Despite  the  tragedy  and  mystery  of  her  death,  the  life  and  trials  of  Isobel  Gowdie  continue  to  be  

remembered and honored and serve as a source of inspiration for many authors and musicians. For exmaple:

▪  She has appeared as a character in several novels, such as:

• The Devil's Mistress by J. W. Brodie-Innes, 

• Isobel by Jane Parkhurst, 

• And even the Night Plague a fantasy novel by Graham Masterton, 

▪ She is also the subject of songs by: 

• Creeping Myrtle and Alex Harvey. 

• Maddy Prior's song The Fabled Hare is based upon the incantation quoted above. 

• And even The Inkubus Sukkubus song Woman to Hare, from the album Vampyre Erotica. 

▪ Notion to mention that she is also the inspiration behind the well loved orchestral work, The Confession  

of Isobel Gowdie by the Scottish composer James MacMillan, which brought the composer great critical  

acclaim when it was first heard in 1990, and since then it has enjoyed numerous performances all over  

the world. 

• Conclusion

◦ The truth regarding the life and death of Isobel Gowdie, may always remain a mystery as she exists mostly to 

us as records from her trial, and we may never entirely know    but she has certainly left us with a list of  

questions at least we can now further bring her... (need to finish wrap up)...because Isobel Gowdie now has  

her own Corner in the Occult.    

This  concludes  this  edition  of  A  Corner  in  the  Occult.   Suggestions  for  this  segment  are  welcomed  and  

encouraged so please be sure to contact the show online via the show website. Thank You.

Bibliography & Source Links
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:-/ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isobel_Gowdie 

:-D  http://www.mysteriousbritain.co.uk/scotland/nairnshire/occult/isabel-gowdie-witch-of-auldearn.html 

:- D http://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/newsandevents/news/title_107286_en.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6D5lTxoQ0c 
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:-D  http://somethingoddly.blogspot.com/2011/04/isobel-gowdie.html 

PDFs

guiley_the_encyclopedia_of_witches_witchcraft_and_wicca

1830_SirWalterScott_-_letters_on_demonology_and_witchcraft

 Featured Artist

➢ “The Winnowing” by Swallows

 Interview Part 2 Lee Morgan

 Featured Artist

➢ “Walk Down” by Swallows

 Segment: The Essence of Magick Series (TeoMS): Magickal Authenticity

(Background Music: “Calling Peace” by Alexandre Falcao)

(Audio clips: Gerald Gardner and Patricia Crowther chanting “The Witches Rune;” Aleister Crowley “Excerpts from 

the Gnostic Mass;” An interview with Gerald Gardner, early 1960’s)

…It is a secret and you will be taught. From the basic to the complex all will be revealed.  Welcome to the Essence of  

Magick Series… echoing forth from The Infinite and The Beyond

 Magickal Authenticity

➢ The desire for truth and the concern for authenticity in one's spiritual and religious practice, has a tendency to 

even filter into one's personal magickal practice.  Which begs the question, what does it mean for one's magick 

to be considered as authentic?  Does this issue refer to history and the accuracy of a practice or does it refer to 

the level of sincerity behind the act?

➢ If we look into historical accuracy, we run into the problem of facts and how our understanding of them may 

change over time, or in some instances, we may even find it hard to acquire all the facts of a particular system or 

tradition to aid us in our endeavor.  For example,  some of the writings of John Dee and Edward Kelly were lost in 

a fire, yet there are those who practice Enochian magick quite successfully.  A similar example can be made of 

Solomonic magick as there are varying opinions of how to go about a Goetic evocation, but despite the variety, 

each approach produces satisfying results.   Also the methods applied in attaining the Knowledge and 

Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel are numerous as well.   Yet despite the differing lengths in the ritual 

prescribed in the writings of Abramelin the Mage, depending on the source material, alternative rituals for 

attaining 'Knowledge and Conversation' can be found in the curriculum of the Hermetic Order of the Golden 
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Dawn and in the writings of Aleister Crowley.  In these examples the lack of historical accuracy doesn't infringe 

upon a ritual's success, which is good to know, but we have to ask ourselves, does success have anything to do 

with magickal authenticity?  This could be a lengthy argument to make, but instead I will quickly respond with a 

yes, success has something directly to do with magickal authenticity and I would say so because one's lack of 

success would certainly argue against that notion.

➢ From a practical non historic perspective, in regards to spell work,  a common issue encountered is when one or 

more items required can not be obtained in the prescribed manner, and so substitutions are used by the 

practitioner to complete the working and despite the modifications, the spell still seems to establish the desired 

effect.  Does the variation in the spell application diminish its authenticity?  No. Because if success is an 

argument in favor of magickal authenticity then any modification or variation done to a spell that is still shown to 

be successful also does not effect its magickal authenticity.

➢ Another matter to consider can be found in certain magickal actions, gestures, or in the pronunciation of certain 

words, where despite one's lack of accuracy or training in how to perform a particular act or pronounce an 

incantation, the desired effect can be still achieved by the willing practitioner.

➢ Now, judging from the brief examples given, of which details were glossed over because of how universal these 

situations tend to be, the consistent factors were magickal success and personalization.  Philosophically 

speaking, authenticity or living authentically is often explained as one being true thy own self and it would 

appear that the idea surrounding magickal authenticity is no different.  In essence magickal authenticity is 

established by the heart and spirit invested into a magickal act by the practitioner and because magick tends to 

be amorphous, it will adapt itself to the individual and the environment in which it is being worked, confirming 

the magickal adage, “if it works for you, then do it.”  To work magick authentically is to ultimately follow your 

bliss.

➢ This concludes this edition of the Essence of Magick. Suggestions for this series are welcomed and encouraged  

and you can do so on the show website or through the show forum. Thank you.

______________________________________________________

 Sources

http://philosophynow.org/issues/92/The_Limits_of_Authenticity 

 Interview with Lee Morgan Part 3

 Featured Artist

➢ “Long Long Shadow” by Swallows
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 Conclusion

➢ Hey welcome back and that was Long Long Shadow by Swallows from their album Witching and Diving.

1. Witching and Diving

2. The Winnowing

3. Walk Down

4. Long Long Shadow

➢ Swallows is a great band, as you heard, and they're based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Their music is available for  

purchase online at bandcamp.com and links for them will be found in the show notes.  And videos and such by 

them will be shared with those of you on Facebook.  So, if you liked what you've heard in this episode get their  

album Witching and Diving today!

➢ And thank you once again to Lee Morgan for coming on the show it was great being able to sit down with you.  

Those of you interested... If you're interested and be sure to check out her upcoming new novel “Wooing the  

Echo” available from Moon Books and 

➢ Lee's links from facebook:

1. Her Blog, My Craft and Sullen Art -  http://annua-mycraftandsullenart.blogspot.com.au/ 

2. Check out her Thread, Anderean Witchcraft - http://andereanwitchcraft.yolasite.com/ 

3. Her Facebook group - https://www.facebook.com/TraditionalWitchcraftAustralia 

➢ Next episode, unless the world ends between now and then, we'll be speaking with Arch Druid and Author John  

Michael  Greer,  but before we wrap things up, enjoy The Devil's  Hole  by Swallows as well.  Until  next time... 

Blessed be and 93! 

 Featured Artist

➢ “The Devil's Hole” by Swallows

 Episode wrap up (12/9/2011)

(Background Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin)

Well, this concludes this episode of The Infinite and the Beyond.

If you have any thoughts about this episode or about what I’ve said in one of its segments please let me know by  

contacting me through the show website which can be found at www.infinite-beyond.com. 

If you like this show and are interested in hearing more or subscribing, then visit the show website where you can find 

links to where this show can be found online for you to subscribe, download, and friend.  
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A complete manuscript for the episode can be found on the show website and all  links related to this episode can be 

found in the show notes.

"Some of the music heard in this episode was legally provided by www.MusicAlley.com. 

The opinions expressed in this episode are the opinions of those who made them and are not necessarily the opinions of  

myself any other person.

The Infinite and the Beyond and its  segments are copyrighted by  Chris  Orapello  and are licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.

Thanks for listening, thanks for subscribing, and until next time Merry Part, Blessed Be, and 93!
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Show Notes:  Episode #032 – A Deed Without A Name

 Show Summary: 

We speak with  Australian author and teacher,  Lee Morgan about  her new book A Deed Without A Name:  

Unearthing the Legacy of Traditional Witchcraft. Lee identifies as a pagan animist – witch and runs a blog titled “My Craft  

and Sullen Art” where she identifies herself as a Traditional Witch, non traditional dichotomy-smasher, line-blurrer, bone-

singer, folk-healer, head-bender, and sometimes poet. 

We hear some awesome music by  Swallows from their latest album “Witching and Divining.” Swallows is an  

Americana/rock band from Minneapolis, Minnesota who has recently released their second full-length album, the roots-

oriented Witching & Divining.  Since its release, Witching & Divining has received strong media support in the Twin Cities  

and was in rotation on over 160 college and public radio stations throughout the U.S. and Canada, including several  

weeks of charting in the CMJ and Earshot! top 30 on 15 stations. 

In A Corner in the Occult we learn about Scottish witch Isobel Gowdie who was tried for witchcraft back in the  

17th century.  One of most of the witchcraft confessions obtained in trials from the past centuries, Isobel Gowdie's, a 

flaming red haired woman from Auldearn, Scotland, is said to be the most elaborate and compelling and offers a unique  

look at what Scottish Witchcraft may have been like.

And in the Essence of Magick we consider the values and issues surrounding Authenticity. The desire for truth  

and the concern for authenticity in one's spiritual and religious practice, has a tendency to even filter into one's personal  

magickal practice.  Which begs the question, what does it mean for one's magick to be considered as authentic?  Does  

this issue refer to history and the accuracy of a practice or does it refer to the level of sincerity behind the act?  All this an  

more in this episode of The Infinite and the Beyond. Enjoy!

 Breakdown: (1:51:10)

(00:00:00) – Introduction

Music : “Proteus” by composer George Wood

(00:01.00) –  Featured Artist

Music: “Witching and Divining” by Swallows

(00:02:29) – Interview with Lee Morgan Part 1

(00:19:34) – A Corner in the Occult: 

Music: “Piano Quartet in G, 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer

(00:31:54) –  Featured Artist

Music: “The  Winnowing” by Swallows

(00:35:05) – Interview with Lee Morgan Part 2

(01:13:03) –  Featured Artist

Music: “Walk Down” by Swallows

(01:16:17) – The Essence of Magick Series: Symbols
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Music: “Calling Peace” by Alexandre Falcao

(01:21:06) – Interview with Lee Morgan Part 3

(01:38.31) –  Featured Artist

Music: “Long Long Shadow” by Swallows

(01:43:17) – Conclusion

(01:44:29) –  Featured Artist

Music: “The Devil's Hole” by Swallows

(01:48:42) – Wrap-up

Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin

 Background Music

George Wood - http://promedia.podomatic.com/ 

Linda Holzer - http://www.ualr.edu/lrholzer/bio.shtml 

Alexandre Falcao - http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=613461 

Persian Paladin - http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/2644/

 Featured Music

Swallows - http://swallowthemusic.com/ 

 Links * Please see show notes for a complete list of the links from this episode

Lee Morgan Blog My Craft and Sullen Art – http://annua-mycraftandsullenart.blogspot.com.au/ 

Anderean Witchcraft - http://andereanwitchcraft.yolasite.com/ 

Australian Traditional Witchcraft - https://www.facebook.com/TraditionalWitchcraftAustralia 

 Credits

MusicAlley - http://www.musicalley.com 

BandCamp – http://www.bandcamp.com 

www.infinite-beyond.com

http://www.bandcamp.com/
http://annua-mycraftandsullenart.blogspot.com.au/
http://andereanwitchcraft.yolasite.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TraditionalWitchcraftAustralia
http://www.musicalley.com/
http://swallowthemusic.com/
http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/2644/
http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=613461
http://www.ualr.edu/lrholzer/bio.shtml
http://promedia.podomatic.com/

