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Episode #028 – O.T.O. / AC 2012
The Infinite and the Beyond

An esoteric podcast for the introspective pagan mind hosted by Chris Orapello
www.infinite-beyond.com 

Underline Theme: ???????????

 Show Introduction

MM, BB, 93, Hello and Welcome to the 28th Episode of “The Infinite and the Beyond,” an esoteric podcast for the 

introspective pagan mind.  Where we explore a variety of topics which relate to life and one’s unique spiritual journey. I  

am your host Chris Orapello.  Intro music by George Wood.

In this episode…

 We  speak  with  Jospeh  Thiebes  about  the  Ordo  Templi  Orientis,  his  Aleister  Crowley  2012  presidential 

campaign, and the ideas regarding authority.

 We learn about Grady Louis McMurtry aka: Hymenaeus Alpha In a Corner in the Occult.

 We discuss Sympathetic Magick and how it effects our everyday lives in The Essence of Magick.

 And we get to hear some great music by our featured artist Ralph Buckley. Stay Tuned.

 Announcements

(Background Music: “Whose Authority?” by Nada Surf)

• Hey welcome back to the show and Happy Sabbat! This month has indeed been a busy one as Octobers usually are  

every weekend has something happening.

• Oh, its been way too long since the last episode. Time is not a friend of mine that is for sure, but I hope you enjoyed  

episode 27 with Alka.  There were some great moments in that episode that still make me smile when I hear them so  

that's good.  Funny enough, I didn't realize that, Donna Lewis, the artist who did the opening and closing track from  

that episode, was the same artist who did the song “I Love You Always Forever,” released in 1996 that aired on MTV  

and such I thought her voice sounded familiar. LOL

• Also from the last episode I wasn't sure at the time, but now it's certain that both podcasts, The Infinite and the  

Beyond and Baphmetis Meditation are now available on Stitcher.  So, now if you like, you can now listen to this show 

through your smart phone and have me anywhere you and your phone happen to be. Which I imagine could yield  

some amusing stories. LOL
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• This year's South Jersey Pagan Pride Day went really well. Unfortunately due to the lapse between episodes I wasn't  

able to promote it like I normally do.  I'd like to thank those listeners who attended my What is Thelema? You were a  

great audience. Thank you very much.

• Now, but before we go into part 1 of my Interview with Joseph lets first hear “Book of Shadows” by our featured  

artist Ralph Buckley enjoy.

 Featured Artist

➢ “Book of Shadows” by Ralph Buckley

 Interview Part 1: OTO

 Featured Artist

➢ “The Art of Magick” by Ralph Buckley

 Segway

➢ Hey welcome back!  There you go further proof that role playing games expand and open your mind to other  

ways of thinking. Those bastards. 

➢ I hope you enjoyed Part 1 of  my interview with Joseph. Stay with us for part 2 where we discuss Aleister Crowley 

2012, his policies and beliefs, as well as address some of the myths about Aleister Crowley.

➢ The track you just heard was “The Art of Magick” by our featured artist Ralph Buckley.

➢ Now we get back to the interview with Jospeh, it would only be fitting if we learned about Grady Louis McMurtry  

in A Corner in the Occult.

 Segment:  A Corner in the Occult:   (approx. 1300-1500 words): Grady Louis McMurtry

(Background Music: “Piano Quartet in g 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer)

Hello and welcome to “A Corner in the Occult” Where we focus on one part or person from the history of 

occultism.  In these regular segments, I touch upon many aspects of the occult and I hope to offer you something new or  

at least something to think about.  The information presented is always done so in the best manner possible in regards to  

its content and accuracy depending on the available sources.  There is a lot in occultism that one may never choose to  

look  into,  and  here  you  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  something  which  you  may  have  never  bothered  to 

investigate and oddly enough there are at least some people who may be unaware of who our topic is on…
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 Aleister Crowley's Ordo Templi Orientis would even exist today if it was for the efforts and Will of Grady Louis 

McMurtry  also known as Hymenaeus Alpha by members of the O.T.O.

Grady Louis McMurtry was born in Big Cabin, Oklahoma on October 18, 1918 and was the son of Grady and Bee  

Ivery Puckett McMurtry.  His father, although an ex-convict, was described by Grady as being a good man, he was “a 

medieval knight in the wrong age” and more so a victim of the times he was living in.   Grady grew up in a very poor  

home where they often ran out of money and living during that time in Oklahoma was tough enough and though his  

father was an excon, their lack of money never prompted him to take alternative measures to resolve their financial  

woes and he reportedly stuck by his family through the good and bad times.

When the Great Depression hit in 1929, Grady and his family were said to be living in a shack near a line of  

railroad tracks where during the winter every hour on the hour a train would go by making a distinct sound indicating  

that it was once again time to head out into the harsh climate to collect pieces of coal that were dropped by the train  

which he and his family would use to heat their home.  Despite growing up in the conditions that he did, Grady always 

chuckled about his youth and said that they were good times.

His early exposure to religion was in the tales told his Grand Father who was a preacher in a Christian Church. He  

often spoke of his religious visions and charismatic experiences as a preacher. Despite this exposure, or possibly even  

because of it, Grady knew by the age of 13 that he was anti-Christian though why he came to such an early conclusion is  

not known.  It was also during his young adults years that he wrote his first poem entitled Ballet Sol, which goes...

BALLET SOL

With streaming costume of the dance, 

And slanting in as tho to lance 

The precessioning worlds that creep, 

Our prima donna's comet sweep 

Slips the grasp of the mighty sun, 

Whose armored might of gold is spun, 

And leaps again far into space. 

The sun is chained and gives no chase 

Tho never is his love forgotten ------- 

Ephemeral, star-begotten!

Music of the gravitic lutes 

Shape elliptical convolutes 

To which pirouetting planets whirl,
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And as their satellites they twirl 

About them, here match their ego 

To this skirling, high allegro. 

Each harp of closed concentric rings 

Draws from its humming, weaving strings 

A cosmic rhythm; savage drums 

Pound the ecliptic plane! It thrums 

And molds one all-embracing whole - 

A living universe! A soul!

(undated)

The writing of poetry would become an eduring passion for him as he would produce over 130 poems during his 

lifetime most of which are available online to read and enjoy.

In 1937 around the age of 19, he moved to Southern California to study engineering at Pasadena City College.  

Being  a  fan  of  science  fiction  he  became  heavily  involved  with  the  Los  Angles  Sci-Fi  Club  and  it  was  during  his  

involvement with this scene that on one night he had a run in with the well known author Ray Bradbury and he even  

made  friends with  the  famous  rocket  scientist  and  O.T.O.  member  Jack  Parsons of  Agape Lodge  while  attending  a 

gathering of the California Sci-Fi Society.  Apparently while Mcmurtry was “drunk out of his mind,” Parsons approached 

him and began speaking to him about “science fiction, magick, and poetry,” and since the two men lived close to one  

another, McMurtry became one of the regulars at Parsons' home.  Their friendship would prove to be a life changing 

event for him as it was Parsons who introduced him to Thelema and the works of Aleister Crowley.  Thelema interested  

him to such an extent that he became involved with Agape Lodge and was initiated into the O.T.O. in 1941 by receiving  

his minerval and 1st degrees. 

During this time, McMurtry was also in the Reserve Officers Training Corps (R.O.T.C.) and in February of 1942,  

several months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, his ROTC class was called to active duty and as a result.  In time he  

ended up taking part in the Normandy invasion, the liberation of France and Belgium, and the occupation of Germany. 

However, prior to those events in his military career, while he was stationed in England in 1943, he had the rare honor of  

becoming a friend and personal student to Aleister Crowley.   Since he had previously been exchanging letters with  

Crowley about his poetry, when McMurtry arrived in England on October 18, he found himself twelve days later standing  

on The Great Beast's doorstep at the ironic address of 93 Jermyn Street (pronounced german), located just off Piccadilly  

Circus in London.  Upon hearing who he was, Crowley happily welcomed him in and even gave him copy of his booklet  

The Fun of the Fair, published the year before, and inscribed it: "To my brother Grady L. McMurtry - Most welcome visitor 

to 93 Jermyn St."  In his diary for this day, Crowley wrote “McMurtry Blew in!!!” which may have contained a hint of  
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sarcasm as some of Crowley's entries regarding McMurtry touched upon his youthful enthusiasm and how he often tired  

out The Great Beast from his questions and conversations. Their meetings from this time were filled with magickal talks  

and teachings along with the enjoying of brandy and many rounds of Chess, a game of which Crowley was very fond of.  

Crowley believed that he could divine a person's character simply by playing chess with them and according to Grady, it  

was while playing chess one morning that Crowley looked up and said, "You are obviously IXth Degree material." A shock  

to say the least but this is how Grady McMurtry received his official papers and became a IXth Degree member of the 

Ordo Templi Orientis.

As a result of his new title and status in the Order, Grady thought that it would only be appropriate that he also 

had a new motto as well.  So, he decidedly asked Crowley if he would help him in this matter, Crowley then asked him,  

“What is your Will?” to which Grady replied after some short contemplation with “...to unite that which is above with  

that which is below.”  Crowley, returning to the chess game said that he would think on it.  Though, It would not be too  

long before Crowley provided him with the name Hymenaeus Alpha.

The name itself was a combination of Hymenaeus, the Graeco-Roman God of Marriage, and the Greek letter  

Alpha and the Hebrew letter of Aleph.  Signifying the beginning of union and the quintessential key with the whole name  

adding up to the number 777 in Greek Gematria.  Bearing many interpretations, 777 can be viewed as the number of  

perfection, the union of the three planes of manifestation, the magickal formula of the Tree of Life, and even the Holy  

Ghost, Kether, or the name of God if we reduce it  to 21.  Ironically, or perhaps not given McMurtry's anti-Chrisitan 

beliefs, the name Hymenaeus also relates to an early Christian who was an opponent of the Apostle Paul.  Given some 

quick research on Hymenaeus one could speculate if  Crowley also picked this name for this additional heretical yet  

seemingly Thelemic / Chrisitian association as well,  that is  when we take the Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica, being the  

ecclesiastical arm of the O.T.O. into consideration, this selection of the name Hymenaeus may have a deeper significance 

than often indicated.

While visiting with Crowley in June of 1945, he heard about a problem Crowley was having with Agape Lodge 

and since McMurtry knew Crowley and was familiar with Agape Lodge he offered to be the intermediary so as a sign of  

trust Crowley appointed him the Sovereign Grand Inspector General VII° of the O.T.O.  Under this title he was Crowley's  

representative  in  the United  States  placing  his  authority  underneath Crowley  and  Karl  Germer  who was  Crowley's  

appointed successor and Outer Head of the Order.  When McMurtry finally made it to Agape Lodge he came upon his old  

friend Jack Parsons fencing with L. Ron Hubbard and both men were not wearing masks.  In his official report to Crowley  

McMurtry closed with  "The end of  the report  on Hodge-Podge-Lodge -  otherwise  known to its  inmates as Ghastly  

Gables." Crowley definitely liked the report, but he was not happy about the goings on at the lodge.

Crowley made it a point to keep McMurtry up to date on his life and on any OTO goings-on. In retrospect one can  

see how Crowley was priming McMurtry to be his successor by keeping him close and referring to him as Caliph in his  
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letters.  For example, he received a serious letter from Crowley, on April 11th of 1945, which was also functioned as a  

receipt, labeling him as a "fully paid member of the Ninth Degree and owner of 25% of the copyright of Magick Without  

Tears (a text by Crowley), with first priority on royalties. (It also stated that McMurtry also has) further priority on any  

copies unsold of The Book of Thoth ... as collateral on sums advanced to the Order."

During this time he and Crowley kept in touch as best as possible via letters and he also kept in touch with Agape  

Lodge, but at this time he was mostly focused on getting his life together.  Taking advantage of the G.I. Bill, he went back  

to school in 1946 to study Philosophy and Political Theory at the University of California at Berkley.

As the Winter of 1947 came to a close he received a somewhat grim letter from Crowley indicating that the  

recent winter had nearly done him in and that he came very close to “cashing in his checks.” Crowley wrote that, "the  

Winter here has been unspeakable - one of the worst I ever experienced, and I have known some. It has kept me ill but  

ailing and confined to the house for practically the whole time. It has not let up on us yet."

In June Aleister Crowley wrotes out his Last Will & Testament and at the time he also wrotes McMurtry a letter  

which began, "It seems a long while since I heard from you. This is a great mistake: I will tell you why in strict confidence.  

In the event of my death, Frater Saturnus (Karl Germer) is of course my successor, but after his death the terrible burden  

of responsibility might very easily fall upon your shoulders: for this reason I should like you to keep closely in touch with  

me." 

Throughout the next few months Crowley and Grady exchanged many letters, mainly discussing philosophy and 

gossip regarding the Californian OTO. Grady noticed that Crowley's replies were getting shorter with each letter sent. The  

last letter he received from Crowley was on November 5, 1947 and it was a very brief reply to Grady's letter from  

October 26th. He ends the letter, "Love to Foxie and Shannon as well as to yourself, with my blessing." Foxie and Shannon 

were McMurtry's wife and son Grady Shannon McMurtry.  Weeks later on Monday, December 1st Aleister Crowley would 

pass away at the age of 72, of which he would hear about a couple of days later in a Western Union telegram sent to him 

from Karl Germer.  In response he wrote,  "Your night-letter informing me of Aleister's death reached me Wednesday  

Morning. I find it difficult to describe my feelings. I suppose that 'Choric sadness' comes about as close to it as anything. A  

great, ringing chorus of joy to send him on his way to the fulfillment of his Will, and at the same time a certain infinite  

sadness that I have lost, temporarily at least, a friend and we have lost a teacher. You will note that the sadness is for  

myself, not Aleister."

Upon Crowley's death, Karl Germer, in due form, assumed the office of Outer Head of the Order of the OTO.  

Aleister Crowley's entire personal library was eventually packed and shipped to Germer in New York. However as can be  

assumed that due to the size and vastness of Crowley's  library, Germer felt that it was necessary to move to a larger  

house down in Hampton, New Jersey.  In 1951, McMurtry, now Major McMurtry returned to active duty in the U.S. Army 

as a result of the Korean War, but before going over seas he was stationed in Baltimore, Maryland to function as a  
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Training Officer for Reserve Units.  Since he was on the east coast and only several hours away, he made it a point to visit  

Karl Germer when he was able.  On one particular visit, while walking along the driveway Germer, pointing at one of the  

Pines trees in his front yard, revealed the location of where he and his wife Sacha released the ashes of Aleister Crowley.  

Though,  there  is  some confusion  as  to  whether  the  ashes  were  scattered  or  buried,  it  is  implied  that  they  were  

irretrievable as the tale of the buried cremains reveals that the box they were contained in, broke down, leaving only the 

nails.  Regardless the loss of the Crowley's ashes made Grady, “sick to his stomach.”

After being stationed in Korea for almost a year on the Eastern Front near Kim Chun, while relieving himself in a  

makeshift bathroom Grady picked up the August 13th 1952 issue of People Today magazine and began to flip through it. 

An article entitled the L.A. Lust Cult, Weird Black Magic Rites Flourish in Wealthy Pasadena  caught his eye. The article 

dealt with the recent accidental death of a rocket scientist in a bomb explosion, the scientist in question had been his old  

friend Jack Parsons. This news shocked him as no one from back home had bothered to let him know of the tragic death  

of his friend. He later learned that Jack had accidentally dropped a can of mercury fulminate in his laboratory. The  

explosion knocked him momentarily unconscious, burning and mangling him severely.  Parsons later died in the hospital  

as a result of his injuries.

After the war, McMurtry reentered civilian society, but remained in the Army Reserves as many did during this  

time.  He returned to San Francisco, and by 1954 he was a graduate student and teaching assistant in the Political  

Science Department at the University of California, Berkeley until 1956. 

One night, years later, while working as a management analyst for the State Department of Labor in Sacramento, 

according to a biography on McMurry written by Jerry Cornelius, McMurtry had, “one of the single most important  

visions in his entire life.”  Grady was sitting at his desk on the eighth floor lost in thought, when on the North wall he  

noticed a great White Star.  He said it  was kind of "Chrismasy, if  you know what I  mean." Then below this  Star he  

envisioned a Great Black City, the City of Dreadful Night which can be attributed to the Qabalistic Sphere of Binah. Grady  

believed it was a "Vision of the Star Card" of Aleister Crowley's Thoth Deck. At that moment he turned his typewriter to  

the South and wrote the poem The Star of the Magi which reads.

THE STAR OF THE MAGI 

Beyond the Fortress of the Night 

That rules the Gulfs of Avatar 

My own transfigured soul burns bright 

And glorious: A Deathless Star! 

 And this our pledge to those who keep 

Their vigil on the Dreadful Deep 

"Ad Astra Athanasia!" 
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This is the Star the Magi know 

It flashes in the Mystic North 

Artemis bends it to Her bow 

It tips the shaft She blazes forth! 

And this our pledge to those who keep 

Their vigil on the Dreadful Deep 

"Ad Astra Athanasia!" 

There is a Tyger burning bright 

A Star seen from between the Trees 

"In the forests of the night" 

Of Her eternal mysteries! 

And this our pledge to those who keep  

Their vigil on the Dreadful Deep 

"Ad Astra Athanasia!" 

"Childe Roland to the dark tower came" 

The Watchtower of the Universe 

"Siege Perilous" its awful name  

And "Chapel Dolorous" it's curse 

And this our pledge to those who keep  

Their vigil on the Dreadful Deep 

"Ad Astra Athanasia!" 

Supine the armored dead man lies 

A Master slain, an empty Shrine 

Diana, Huntress of the Skies! 

Take Thou his soul, and make it Thine 

And this our pledge to those who keep 

Their vigil on the Dreadful Deep 

"Ad Astra Athanasia!"

- March 1961 

Soon after this vision he moved to Washington, D.C. to work for the Labor Department and the Washington 

Shakespeare Society. He worked for the Labor Department for the next 8 years and stayed enlisted until 1962 when he 

retired from the service after accidentally not submitting all the right paper work to maintain his status.  However one  
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may wonder if this accident was more an act of Love under Will than simple carelessness as his continuance may have 

resulted in him being called back to duty during the Vietnam War, which would have kept him from fulfilling his Will.

Under the leadership of Karl Germer, the O.T.O. Drastically changed.  As put by Jerry Cornelius in regards to 

Germer's leadership, "It is fair to say that Frater Saturnus like his namesake, Saturn, 'ate his children,' because initiations  

waned and the Order began to collapse as other founding members passed away. It seemed that the order was coming 

to an end, a reality which was furthered on October 25 of 1962, when Karl Germer passed away due to complications 

from prostate surgery, however knowledge of his death would not make its way to McMurtry for five years after a  

burglary took place which directly involved the remaining legacy of the O.T.O.  

Thinking that the Order was now dead, thieves broke into three different houses on Labor Day weekend of 1967 

and stole the libraries for the themselves; much of the Crowley library was taken, along with many of his manuscripts  

and personal possessions. In response to this,  Phyllis Seckler also known as Sorror Meral, an old Agape Lodge member,  

began a personal investigation to determine who the thieves were. In her investigation she contacted several of the old  

Agape Lodge members one of whom being McMurtry who was still working in Washington, D.C.  It was through their  

correspondence that McMurtry learned of Germer's passing and state of the Order and in-turn Sorror Meral became  

aware that Crowley had named McMurtry as Karl Germer's eventual successor and had the documents to prove it.  This  

revelation prompted her to discuss the possibility of reestablishing the O.T.O. using the authorization Crowley instilled in  

him prior to his death back in 1947.  With no east coast ties at the time, as he and his wife had recently separated,  

McMurtry moved out to California to try and revive the O.T.O.  So, with the support of Dr. Israel Regardie. Gerald Yorke,  

and the help of surviving members Phyllis Seckler, Mildred Burlingame and Helen Parsons Smith, McMurtry assumed the 

title of “Caliph of the O.TO.” and began initiating new Order members one of whom being occult author and musician  

Lon Milo DuQuette who was initiated in 1975.

One of the initial other things done by McMurtry to help reestablish the Order was to finally publish the Thoth 

Tarot Deck as designed by Crowley and painted by Lady Frieda Harris between 1938 and 1943.  As the story goes it was  

never published because it  was rejected by Crowley, but the final  publishing of the deck undoubtedly served as an 

advertisement for the reemergence of the O.T.O.  Despite Crowley's disapproval of the deck it has gone on to become a  

treasured favorite among many occultists, pagans, and  magickians.

As a result of McMurtry's efforts, the O.T.O. would grow larger than it ever was during Crowley's lifetime. In  

October 1977 McMurtry founded Thelema Lodge in Berkeley to serve as the Order's headquarters.  He continued to do  

initiations  and other initiators chartered by him, established O.T.O. groups in many other areas in the United States and 

internationally. By 1985 it  was reported that the O.T.O. had more than seven hundred members in several different 

countries and since then its membership has grown to over three thousand people and it can be found in more than fifty  

countries, with having Grand Lodges in The United States, The United Kingdom, and Australia.
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At the end of his life Grady suffered from pulmonary edema, which is a condition in which water surrounds the  

heart,  causing strain on the heart  muscles.  During  his  last  year he had been hospitalized several  times due to this  

ailment. Unfortunately though, after a long illness, he died on July 12, 1985. Reports say that at the time he was laying in  

the hospital discussing forms of meditation with a friend when he softly said, "I think my path is more the Sufi Path."  

When questioned what he meant, he looked up and said, "I don't know." He then closed his eyes and quietly died at the  

age of 66.  Thankfully, before his passing, he elected William Breeze as the next Caliph and future Outer Head of the  

Order.  As his name William Breeze took Hymenaeus Beta.

On July 15th Grady's body was cremated as he requested and his ashes were spread across the Pacific Ocean just  

past the Golden Gate Bridge. His poem Requiem was read at his funeral service which goes...

Requiem

We leave this earth, this earth that is our pride, 

This is our worth, by death of worlds we died, 

Our hopes our loves, we leave our heritage 

Of faith, to you who come across the stellar bridge. 

Yours is the flame, the flame of truth and light, 

Above the shambles of our hopeless fight, 

Grieve not that we and all our kin are gone 

We lived by grace which has been long withdrawn. 

You are an alien race that will abide 

Within the halls that we have been denied, 

Hold fast the fire, this is our requiem, 

Our peace be on you now and we with them 

God grant that you may know what this betide 

Yours is the slow task that we have defied 

Accept our hope altho we cannot guide 

For who may stand when suns and worlds collide. 

The Thelemic community owes a great deal of thanks and blessing to the man who was Grady Louis McMurtry, 

also known as Frater Hymenaeus Alpha IX, out of what he did for the O.T.O. and the legacy of Aleister Crowley, as who 

knows what would have happened without his efforts and efforts of those he worked with and inspired.  And it is for this  

reason and more, that, much like his mentor Aleister Crowley, Grady Louis McMurtry now has his own Corner in the  

Occult.
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This  concludes  this  edition  of  A  Corner  in  the  Occult.   Suggestions  for  this  segment  are  welcomed  and  

encouraged so please be sure to contact the show online via the show website. Thank You.
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 Interview Part 2: AC 2012 / Crowley Myths

 Featured Artist

➢ “The Goddess” by Ralph Buckley

 Bumper

➢ Heather Gimpel from The Life After Service Blog

 Segment: The Essence of Magick Series (TeoMS): Like Attracts Like and Like Produces Like

(Background Music: “Calling Peace” by Alexandre Falcao)

(Audio clips: Gerald Gardner and Patricia Crowther chanting “The Witches Rune;” Aleister Crowley “Excerpts from the 

Gnostic Mass;” An interview with Gerald Gardner, early 1960’s)

…It is a secret and you will be taught. From the basic to the complex all will be revealed.  Welcome to the Essence of  

Magick Series… echoing forth from The Infinite and The Beyond.

Like Attracts Like and Like Produces Like

These two statements are the root principles behind what is commonly referred to as Sympathetic Magick, a 

type of magick first identified and formalized in Sir James George Frazer's book The Golden Bough where he says:

If we analyze the principles of thought on which magic is based, they will probably be found to resolve 

themselves into two: first, that like produces like, or that an effect resembles its cause; and, second, 

that things which have once been in contact with each other continue to act on each other at a  

distance after the physical contact has been severed. The former principle may be called the Law of  

Similarity, the latter the Law of Contact or Contagion. From the first of these principles, namely the Law 

of Similarity, the magician infers that he can produce any effect he desires merely by imitating it: from 

the second he infers that whatever he does to a material object will affect equally the person with whom 
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the object was once in contact, whether it formed part of his body or not. Charms based on the Law of 

Similarity may be called Homoeopathic or Imitative Magic.  Charms based on the Law of Contact or  

Contagion may be called Contagious Magic.

This passage by Frazer breaks down and explains many of the magickal forms and techniques that we come  

across today such as:

Color magick, Candle magick, Poppet magick, Herb magic, Sigil magick, Talisman magic, Cord magick, and even 

Knot magick are all explained in this passage by Frazer as they are all rooted in the ideas of association and attachment.  

Where if an item is obtained from an individual, like hair, then whatever happens to that piece of hair will in turn happen 

to the individual the hair was obtained from. As discussed back in Episode 14 by Dr. Dean Radin.  Another example being  

if  a  photograph,  drawing,  symbol,  or  even a  persons name is  combined or  associated with  another element  like  a 

particular color, herb, sigil, talisman etc. that the influencing element being the color, herb, etc. will in turn influence the 

symbolic element of the person or situation in question.  Witch Bottles and bindings, for example are based upon these 

methods of magickal association.

The ideas of like attracts like and like produces like even stretch into our common everyday lives as well because  

like all people of the world you are, after all, a product of your environment.  For example branches of the military,  

gangs, fraternities, sororities, clubs, organizations, sports, interests, hobbies, social classes, groups of friends, etc. will  

attract like individuals as well as influence and produce individuals of a certain quality, possessing similar morals, values,  

and expectations.  Also in order for one to appeal to or move from one group to another they will of course have to  

adopt and apply most of the qualities of that group or else be rejected by them.

We even see these techniques of sympathetic magick in constant application during an election year.  As much 

the same manner as a witch or magickian preparing for a working, a candidate for office will dress in a particular manner,  

adopt and promote very specific qualities and beliefs; wear certain smells; form specific alliances; make necessary deals;  

utilize helpers to assist them and gather materials similar to servitors, egregores, and other types of spirits; identify with  

certain agendas; speak and conduct themselves in a certain manner by mastering the art of public speaking and body  

language; and most importantly sympathize with their audience to gain the required level of influence and favor to help 

bring about their desired outcome. 

In essence Sympathetic magic relies on relationships, associations, attachment, superficiality, and empathy and is 

the art of manipulating the emotional, spiritual, psychological, and physical ties that exist throughout society and the 

world.  Though we can't escape being influenced by those around us we can at least limit their influences by not being 

consumed  or  caught  up  in  them  by  heeding  the  words,  “to  thine  ownself  be  true.”  as  spoken  by  Polonius  from  

Shakespeare's play Hamlet.

www.infinite-beyond.com



“The Infinite and the Beyond” hosted by Chris Orapello
Episode #028 – O.T.O. / AC 2012

13
This  concludes this  edition of  the Essence of  Magick.  Suggestions  for  this  series  are  always  welcomed and 

encouraged through the show website. Thank you.

Bibliography

“Book 4” by Aleister Crowley

“The Golden Bough” by Sir James George Frazer

“Hamlet” by Shakespeare

 Interview Part 3: Authority

 Featured Artist: Ralph Buckley

➢ “Little Yellow Pills” by Ralph Buckley

 Conclusion

(Background Music: “Whose Authority?” by Nada Surf)

➢ Hey welcome back, the track you just heard was “Little Yellow Pills.”  Earlier after part 2 of the interview you  

heard “The Goddess” and we'll be closing the show with “The Sacred Oath.”

➢ I would like to thank Joseph Thiebes once for making the time to come on the show and thank you to Ralph  

Buckley for sharing his music with the show. If you're interested in finding more about him or in hearing more of  

his  music  visit  him  online  at  http://www.ralphbuckley.com where  his  entire  musical  library  is  available  to 

download for free! So be sure to check him out.

➢ In  light  of  what  was  touched  upon  throughout  this  episode  being  elections,  leadership,  and  authority  it's  

interesting, in the time that I have been doing this podcast and specifically the segment A Corner in the Occult  

the one thing that always amused me was that it was the occultists, the artists, and the out of the box thinkers  

who more often than not helped to further humanity on their path.  Now I'm not going to tell  any of you 

listening, in America at least, who to vote for in November, because yes election day is coming.  However, what I  

will say is that when it comes to casting your vote, like all things in this life...

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law. - (Liber AL I:40)

Love is the law, love under will. - (Liber AL I:57)

There is no law beyond do what thou wilt. - (Liber AL III:60)

(and) There is no bond that can unite the divided but love. - (Liber AL I:41)

Blessed Be!

 Featured Artist

➢ “The Sacred Oath” by Ralph Buckley
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 Episode wrap up (12/9/2011)

(Background Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin)

Well, this concludes this episode of The Infinite and the Beyond.

If you have any thoughts about this episode or about what I’ve said in one of its segments please let me know by  

contacting me through the show website which can be found at www.infinite-beyond.com. 

If you like this show and are interested in hearing more or subscribing, then visit the show website where you can find 

links to where this show can be found online for you to subscribe, download, and friend.  

A complete manuscript for the episode can be found on the show website and all  links related to this episode can be 

found in the show notes.

"Some of the music heard in this episode was legally provided by www.MusicAlley.com. 

The opinions expressed in this episode are the opinions of those who made them and are not necessarily the opinions of  

myself any other person.

The Infinite and the Beyond and its  segments are copyrighted by  Chris  Orapello  and are licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.

Thanks for listening, thanks for subscribing, and until next time Merry Part, Blessed Be, and 93!
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Show Notes:  Episode #028 – O.T.O. / AC 2012 

 Show Summary: 

It's election time! Are you a voter? Are you voting? Well, before you decide, you should explore your options by  

checking out our interview with Jospeh Thiebes about the Ordo Templi Orientis, his Aleister Crowley 2012 presidential  

campaign, and the ideas regarding authority  You just might change your mind! 

In A Corner in the Occult we learn about Major Grady Louis McMurtry aka: Hymenaeus Alpha and find out how  

important he was to the O.T.O. Later in the show we discuss Sympathetic Magick and how it effects our everyday lives as  

we look into The Essence of Magick. And we get to hear some great music by our featured artist Ralph Buckley. All this  

and more, enjoy!

 Breakdown: (2:10:00)

(00:00:00) – Introduction

Background Music : “Proteus” by composer George Wood

(00:01:00) – Announcements

Background Music: “Whose Authority?” by Nada Surf

(00:02:49) – Featured Artist: “Book of Shadows” by Ralph Buckley

(00:08:12) – Interview with Joseph Thiebes – O.T.O.

(00:35:20) – Featured Artist: “The Art of Magick” by Ralph Buckley

(00:43:12) –  A Corner in the Occult: Grady Louis McMurtry

Background Music: “Piano Quartet in G, 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer

(01:07:35) – Interview with Joseph Thiebes – AC 2012 / Crowley Myths

(01:24:32) – Featured Artist: “The Goddess” by Ralph Buckley

(01:30:22) – Bumper: Heather Gimpel from The Life After Service blog

(01:30:37) – The Essence of Magick Series: Sympathetic Magick

Background Music: “Calling Peace” by Alexandre Falcao

(01:36:02) – Interview with Joseph Thiebes – Authority

(01:52:05) – Featured Artist: “Little Yellow Pills” by Ralph Buckley

(01:58:38) – Conclusion

Background Music: “Whose Authority?” by Nada Surf

(02:00:20) – Featured Artist: “The Sacred Oath” by Ralph Buckley

(02:04:42) – Wrap-up

Background Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin

 Background Music

George Wood - http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/1454/ 

Nada Surf - http://www.nadasurf.com/ 

Linda Holzer - http://www.ualr.edu/lrholzer/bio.shtml 

Alexandre Falcao - http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=613461 
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Persian Paladin - http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/2644/

 Featured Music Artist

Ralph Buckley - http://www.ralphbuckley.com/ 

 Links * Please see show notes for a complete list of the links from this episode

Speech in the Silence - http://speechinthesilence.com/ 

Joseph Thiebes - http://www.thiebes.org/ 

OTO - http://www.oto.org/ 

EGC - http://www.oto-usa.org/egc.html 

AC2012 - http://ac2012.com/ 

Life After Service – http://lifeafterservice.blogspot.com/ 

 Credits

PodsafeAudio - http://www.podsafeaudio.com/ 

MusicAlley - http://www.musicalley.com 
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