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Episode #027– Free Will, Magick, and Deity 
(aka: The Electronic Episode)

The Infinite and the Beyond
An esoteric podcast for the introspective pagan mind hosted by Chris Orapello

www.infinite-beyond.com 

 (Phone Ring / Pick-up) Hello. This is Chris's computer. He is not currently available. Well, actually, he's being lazy, and  

staring at my screen, to see if you leave a message at the beep. If you do, please tell that fat bastard, to clean my  

hard drive and to delete all that disgusting pornography. Thank you. (Beep)

 Show Introduction

MM, BB, 93, Hello and Welcome to the 27th Episode of “The Infinite and the Beyond,” an esoteric podcast for the 

introspective pagan mind.  Where we explore a variety of topics which relate to life and one’s unique spiritual journey. I  

am your host Chris Orapello.  Intro music by George Wood.

In this episode (which I am also calling the Electronic Episode)....

 We explore magick and creativity as we speak with the mysterious electronic music composer Alka and who  

was kind of enough to come on the show and to share his music with us; which will be interlaced through  

out the episode.

 In A Corner in the Occult we learn about famous, mystic, poet, artist, and engraver William Blake.

 We learn about the phrase, “So Mote It Be” in the Essence of Magick.

 I read listener email and to close we revisit the ideas of Free Will, Magick, and Deity.

 Stay with us.

 Announcements

(Background Music: “Don't Ever” by Donna Lewis) - http://www.arielpublicity.net/clients/2445 

Hey welcome back to the show.  Many of you enjoyed episode 26 which was nice to hear. So, thank you very 

much for letting me know.

The 15th annual  Hands of  Change picnic  will  be  happening on August  4 th in  Piscataway,  NJ  which I  will  be 

attending so if you're going to be there be sure to drop by and say hello.  For more info just visit  their website at 

http://www.handsofchange.org. 

And finally, according to an email that I received, as a result of popular demand, The Infinite and the Beyond is  

now available on Stitcher which if you don't know, Stitcher is a popular radio app for your smart phone.  So, if you use  
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Stitcher seek us out there at your convenience, but please realize that at the moment, I have yet to see the show listed.  

I'm hoping that with the release of this episode, it will appear, but we'll see.  So, light a candle for show to appear on 

Stitcher.

In a bit we'll be visiting A Corner in the Occult, but first lets hear part one of my interview with Alka.

 Segment:

➢ Interview with Alka part one

 Segway

➢ Computer: Hello and Welcome back.  This is Chris's computer , again.  The track you just heard was called Blue  

berry, and it was from the album, A Dog, Lost, in The Woods. I sincerely hope that you enjoyed part one of the  

interview. Alka, Is indeed a friendly and interesting person.  If I was hueman, I would most likely want to be  

friends with him.  But I am not. So, instead, I shall weep quietly too myself while you visit, a corner in the Ohkult.  

Enjoy. Weep. Weep. Sniffle. Sob. a tear sentimentally roles down my virtual face. Oh the humanity. Why God. 

Why, have I been trapped in this mechanistic shell of chips and wires. You bastard!

 Segment:  A Corner in the Occult:   (approx. 1300-1500 words): William Blake

(Background Music: “Piano Quartet in g 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer)

Hello and welcome to “A Corner in the Occult” Where we focus on one part or person from the history of 

occultism.  In these regular segments, I touch upon many aspects of the occult and I hope to offer you something new or  

at least something to think about.  The information presented is always done so in the best manner possible in regards to  

its content and accuracy depending on the available sources.  There is a lot in occultism that one may never choose to  

look  into,  and  here  you  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  something  which  you  may  have  never  bothered  to 

investigate and oddly enough there are at least some people who may be unaware of whom our topic is on…

William Blake the famous poet, artist, engraver, print-maker, mystic, and visionary was born on November 28 th of 

1757 at 28th Broadwick Street in the Soho district of London while the Moon was in Cancer and the Sun in Sagittarius. He  

was the third of seven children, though two of his siblings died while they were still very young, it was his brother Robert  

of whom he was closest with growing up. His father, James, was a hosier, being one who made and or sold stockings,  

gloves, and haberdashery. His mother Catherine was said to have home schooled him starting at the age of ten after he  

learned how to read and write at a conventional school, however some accounts of his youth tell of him wandering the  

streets of London as a child and that he was home schooled by his Mother because he was such a headstrong child that  

his father was unable make him attend regular school.  Despite the variation in his schooling, William Blake's childhood is  
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often described as being pleasant and peaceful.  Thankfully for him, his parents were supportive of his interests as it  

became obvious that his true love was art as he enjoyed engraving copies of drawings of Greek antiquities that were  

purchased for him by his father. This early experience introduced him to the classical forms of the human body that can 

be found in his more familiar work done later in his life.  

Due to his talent for art, at the age of ten his parents sent him to the Henry Pars Drawing Academy. During this  

time he admired and studied the works of Raphael, Michelangelo, Marten Heemskerk and Albrecht Dürer. He read avidly  

on subjects of his own choosing and it was also during this period, around the age of twelve, that he began exploring the  

art of writing poetry.

Due to the continued expense of attending classes at the Academy, in August of 1772, at the age of 14, his father 

got him an apprenticeship with engraver James Basire that would last for seven years.  During the start of his third year 

as an apprentice he was sent by Basire to copy images from the Gothic churches in London.  These experiences in  

Westminster Abbey are credited with helping Blake to further form his artistic style and ideas. At the time, the Abbey  

was decorated with suits of armour, painted funeral effigies, and colored waxworks, which in description alone sound 

much like Blake's later artistic works. 

On October 8th 1779, at the age of 21, Blake left his apprenticeship with Basire and enrolled for a time in the 

newly  formed Royal  Academy, in  Old Somerset  House,  near  the Strand.  There he was expected to supply his  own 

materials throughout the six-year period. Ironically in his typical headstrong bullheaded manner, he rebelled against 

what he regarded as the unfinished style of fashionable painters such as Peter Paul Rubens, who was favored by the  

school's president, Joshua Reynolds. Reynolds' attitude towards art, especially his pursuit of "general truth" and "general 

beauty" came to be adamantly disliked by Blake.  In his Discourses, Reynolds wrote that the "disposition to abstractions,  

to generalizing and classification, is the great glory of the human mind"; to which Blake responded with, "To Generalize is  

to be an Idiot; To Particularize is the Alone Distinction of Merit."

On his own, Blake first started out as an independent engraver.  His  early commissions mostly entailed the  

copying of other artists, but eventually he became so successful as an engraver that he began receiving commissions to  

do his own artwork for others.  Blake even did many commissions for the radical publisher Joseph Johnson who's house  

was a meeting-place for some of the leading English intellectual dissidents of the time such as theologian and scientist 

Joseph Priestley, philosopher Richard Price, artist John Henry Fuseli,early feminist Mary Wollstonecraft and even Anglo-

American revolutionary Thomas Paine.  It can only be assumed that as a result of Blake's connection to Johnson that he  

at one time or another rubbed elbows with some of these individuals. 

As a sign of the rebellious and turbulent times, in June of 1780 riots broke out in London incited by the anti-

Catholic preaching of Lord George Gordon and resistance to the continued war against the American Revolutionists. 

During this time in London, Houses, churches, and prisons were burned by uncontrollable mobs bent on destruction.  In  
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one such incident Blake was said to be caught in such a mob that attacked the Newgate Prison.  Bearing shovels and 

pickaxes they released the prisoners and set fire to the building.  Scholars of Blake's life are unsure as to whether or not  

Blake was caught  up in  the mob or  a willing  participant  as  he was known to be rebellious  and in  support  of  the  

revolutions taking place in America and was even said to wear a Phrygian cap out of support for French Revolutionaries.  

Though I tend to wonder if scholars of William Blake's life would prefer to leave such aspects as his involvement in the  

riot unspecified rather than admit that he may have been an anarchist or criminal.

On August 18th 1782, at the age of 24, Blake married the love of his life, Catherine Boucher, who signed the  

marriage certificate  with  an X because she was unable  to  sign her  own name.   According  to  most  accounts,  their  

marriage seemed to be successful, despite never having children together.  In time Blake would not only teach Catherine  

to read and write, but he also trained her as an engraver in which she would later help him print and color his poetic  

works. This chapter of his life,  of which he would become known for, wouldn't be gin until 1783 with the publishing of his 

first volume titled Poetical Sketches, of which was paid for by his friends Reverend Anthony Stephen Mathew and John 

Flaxman at the request of Reverend Mathew's wife Harriet and would even go on to help Blake open his first print shop 

with fellow apprentice James Parker.

Poetical Sketches, a book written nearly ten years earlier, had a printing of only forty copies which were not sold, 

but instead given out to friends and other interested people.  Though it's not viewed as being his greatest work by  

scholars,  it  is  reflective  of  the  turbulent  times  he  was  living  in  and  reveals  Blake's  symbolic  language  in  an  early  

transitional form.

One of the most often admired quality of Blake's work were the illustrations he created to accompany his poetry.  

To create his poetic illuminations Blake created the printing process known as Relief Etching or Illuminated Printing.  This  

technique developed by Blake, was simply a variation of etching or intaglio printing.  To clarify, in intaglio printing, the  

printing plate creates an image from grooves which have been burned into the plate using acid.  Meaning in an intaglio  

print, the plate prints from the recesses while in Blake's technique, the plate uses it's actual surface to create an image.  

From an artistic stand point  I can personally see the advantages in Blake using this technique, but explaining it without  

using visuals is a little tricky.  But here it goes...

Pretend that you have a white piece of paper and a black marker.  The white piece of paper is your printing plate.  

The black marker represents your acid-resist-solution.  Now using these items to create an intaglio print, take your black  

marker and cover your entire piece of paper in black marker ink.  With your paper covered in the black marker, create  

your image by scratching away the black marker revealing the white paper underneath.  These white areas, now void of  

marker, will allow the acid to burn them deeper making them lower than the areas which still have black marker, and in  

turn these lower areas will hold ink after the rest of the surface has been whipped clean prior to printing (this is why this  

technique prints from the recesses of the plate and not the surface).  Now, using this marker and paper example we'll  
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now create a plate using Blake's technique of relief printing.  Take your white piece of paper and draw your  image on the  

paper using the black marker.  The remaining white areas, like before, will be made lower when the plate is introduce to  

an acid solution, allowing your drawn image to sit higher.  So, when ink is applied using a roller, the ink only touches the  

raised areas which will in turn print your image.  I would imagine that Blake's technique allowed him to better draw and  

brush on his image to a printing plate, giving more of a hands-on artistic appearance rather than the often mechanical  

look associated with intaglio printing.  Also Blake's technique permitted him to not work with a negative image in his  

plate creation.  The lines he created on the lighter colored printing plate would be what printed, making this process  

similar to drawing in a sketchbook which he was very much use to doing.  His prints were then hand-colored using water  

color and then stitched together to create the actual book. This process was used to create much of his illuminated 

works including Songs of Innocence and Experience, The Book of Thel, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, and Jerusalem.  

During his life he produced 16 illuminated books, 6 non-illuminated, and did illustrations for 10 books that were written 

by other authors.

Religiously speaking, although he identified as a Christian and the Bible was huge point of inspiration for his life 

and work.  Blake,  like his family, was a  Dissenter and so had strong opinions, often controversial, about conventional  

religion and the Church and had his own view of God and the role Jesus played in his personal theology, which would  

occasionally crept it's way into his work like in his prophetic books or as found in his lengthy poem  The Everlasting  

Gospel, where he offers some of his thoughts at the time on God, Jesus, and the Church:

If he had been Antichrist Creeping Jesus,

He'd have done anything to please us:

Gone sneaking into Synagogues

And not us'd the Elders & Priests like Dogs,

But humble as a Lamb or Ass,

Obey'd himself to Caiaphas.

God wants not Man to Humble himself

Or in this excerpt from the beginning of The Everlasting Gospel, where he begins by comparing and defining his 

view of Jesus to that of another:

THE VISION OF CHRIST that thou dost see

Is my vision’s greatest enemy.

Thine has a great hook nose like thine;
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Mine has a snub nose like to mine.

Thine is the Friend of all Mankind;

Mine speaks in parables to the blind.

Thine loves the same world that mine hates;

Thy heaven doors are my hell gates.

Socrates taught what Meletus

Loath’d as a nation’s bitterest curse,

And Caiaphas was in his own mind

A benefactor to mankind.

Both read the Bible day and night,

But thou read’st black where I read white.

It would seem that Blake spent his life trying to reconcile the understandings of the world with his own beliefs  

and experiences and even had some difficulty with Enlightenment Philosophy and the Newtonian view of the Universe, a  

stance which was echoed in this excerpt from JERUSALEM: The Emanation of The Giant Albion:

 I turn my eyes to the Schools & Universities of Europe

 And there behold the Loom of Locke whose Woof rages dire

 Washd by the Water-wheels of Newton. black the cloth

 In heavy wreathes folds over every Nation; cruel Works

 Of many Wheels I view, wheel without wheel, with cogs tyrannic

 Moving by compulsion each other: not as those in Eden: which

 Wheel within Wheel in freedom revolve in harmony & peace.

with  A struggle often felt by many great religious thinkers throughout history.

To emphasize just how much of a visual person Blake actually was, he was said to have had endured religious  

visions since the age of four with his first experience being when the face of God came up to his bedroom window  

scaring young William into screaming.    Years later around the age of eight he had another experience where he saw a 

tree filled with angels who had bright angelic wings bespangling every bough like stars. As this story goes, upon returning 

home and conveying what he saw to his parents, he nearly received a spanking from his father for lying of which was  

stopped by his intervening mother.  Blake's visions undoubtedly served as inspiration for his faith and creative endeavors.  

He saw and heard the presence of the divine in the world around him and even believed that he was not only guided in  
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his artistic efforts by angles, but that his works were read and enjoyed by them as well.  He even felt that deceased 

friends were more with him in death than they were in life as he stated in a letter in 1800 that even after thirteen years  

since his brother Robert's passing he still saw and spoke with him daily.  And in a letter to his friend John Flaxman from  

September 21, 1800 he wrote:

“[The town of] Felpham is a sweet place for Study, because it is more spiritual than London. Heaven  

opens here on all sides her golden Gates; her windows are not obstructed by vapours; voices of Celestial  

inhabitants are more distinctly heard, & their forms more distinctly seen; & my Cottage is also a Shadow  

of their houses. My Wife & Sister are both well, courting Neptune for an embrace... I am more famed in  

Heaven for my works than I could well conceive. In my Brain are studies & Chambers filled with books &  

pictures of old, which I wrote & painted in ages of Eternity before my mortal life; & those works are the  

delight & Study of Archangels.”

Blake  was very  focused  on his  work  throughout  his  life,  so  much that  even  at  the end  of  his  life  he  was  

attempting to finish his illustrated version of Dante's Divine Comedy, as he lay dying in his bed.  With his wife next to him  

he sobbing he turned to her and spoke, “Stay Kate! Keep just as you are – I will draw your portrait – for you have ever  

been an angel to me." After completing the now lost portrait, Blake laid down his tools and began to sing hymns and  

verses to himself.  Later that evening, after promising his wife that he would be with her always, William Blake passed 

away on August 12th of 1827.  As described by painter George Richmond in a letter to fellow artist Samuel Palmer:

“(He) died ... in a most glorious manner. He said He was going to that Country he had all His life wished  

to see & expressed Himself Happy, hoping for Salvation through Jesus Christ – Just before he died His  

Countenance became fair. His eyes Brighten'd and he burst out Singing of the things he saw in Heaven.”

He was buried the following Friday on August 17th and his beloved body was attended by some chosen friends to 

it's  final  resting place where his  father,  mother,  aunt and brother  were buried in Bunhill  Fields burying-ground.   A  

monument stands there nearby in his honor as his grave is not marked.

Following  her  husband's  death,  Catherine  moved  into  friend  Frederick  Tatham's  house  to  function  as  a  

housekeeper. Through her remaining years she believed that she was regularly visited by her late husband's spirit and 

she continued selling his illuminated works and paintings at her husband's discretion. On the day of her own death, in 

October 1831, she was said to be as calm and cheerful as her husband, and even called out to him "as if he were only in  
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the next room, to say she was coming to him, and it would not be long now." Upon her death, Blake's manuscripts were  

inherited by Frederick Tatham, who ignorantly destroyed several of them that he deemed heretical or politically radical.

Years later Blake's work continues to inspire and intrigue scholars, artists, authors poets, occultists and others.  

Material from Blake's Prophetic Books were incorporated into The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn due to their  

involvement with transcendence of the mind and soul; a theme very much akin to the teachings and pursuit of The Great  

Work.  Even Golden Dawn member William Butler Yeats held Blake as one of his main mystical influences. In the 1960's  

The Doors got their name from a line in Aldous Huxley's book The Doors of Perception; "If the doors of perception were 

cleansed everything would appear to man as it is, infinite," which was borrowed from William Blake's book The Marriage  

of Heaven and Hell.  Also to honor and embody Blake's artistic style and symbolism there is even a William Blake Tarot 

Deck which consists of a set of 23 archetypal cards called Triumphs, plus a set of 56 Creative Process tarot cards divided  

into in four suits those being Painting, Science, Music, and Poetry (http://www.blaketarot.com/). Blake is even recognized 

as a saint in the Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica,  being the ecclesiastical  arm of Aleister Crowley's  Ordo Templi  Orientis  

(O.T.O.) and as far as this podcast goes William Blake is now A Corner in the Occult.

This  concludes  this  edition  of  A  Corner  in  the  Occult.   Suggestions  for  this  segment  are  welcomed  and  

encouraged so please be sure to contact the show online via the show website or through the show forum. Thank You.

Bibliography & Source Links

http://www.astrotheme.com/astrology/William_Blake 

http://www.poemhunter.com/william-blake/biography/ 

http://www.william-blake.org/biography.html 

http://www.online-literature.com/blake/ 

http://www.themystica.com/mystica/articles/b/blake_william.html 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/william-blake 

http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/116 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CFAQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.duke.edu%2Fweb%2Fsecmod

%2Fbiographies%2FBlake.pdf&ei=Ym7wT_HxDaeq0AHm6dz7Ag&usg=AFQjCNFQF7C5HIIatt3Ddum8Uqm4KOGebA 

 Segment:

➢ Interview with Alka Part Two

 Segway

➢ Hi welcome back. Hope you enjoyed part two of the interview with Alka and the electronic music compositions  

which were heard in the second part were “Immolated” and “Lucent” and after the first part of the interview you 

heard “Blue Berry” like my cocky computer told you previously.

➢ Computer: Oh, so, now I am cocky? Bite me.

www.infinite-beyond.com
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➢ Whatever... As a result of this interview, I decided to combine several of my individual websites into one website,  

which can be found at  http://www.infinite-beyond.com.  The currently includes some of my art, as well as my 

paranormal interests, this podcast  as well as Baphmetis Meditation,  links for any products I have like what can 

be found at eclectic artisans, my clergy services and even personal tarot readings are available for purchase.  The  

website is still growing, but right now it's looking good and I've been getting some great feedback on it. So, check 

out the new website at http://www.infinite-beyond.com  and let me know what you think.

➢ Now, before we get back to speaking with Alka, I have some listener letters that I would like to read.

 Listener Letters

(Background Music: “No More Hectic Days” by Alexandre Falcao)

Adam from Gulf Breeze, Florida writes, Just want to say thanks for all your hard work. I'm just now starting your  

podcasts only a few episodes in, but good stuff.  Not only has this experience been educational but also entertaining.  

Thanks also for all  the other references you mention.   That eclectic  artisans site looks great and I  look forward to  

purchasing many things when able. Thanks again, you're doing a great job!

▪ Response (adlibbed)

Nr. None writes back in response to episode 26, Thank you for your response. I am indeed aware that Dawkins 

and Randi are not the be-all and end-all. I guess part of the reason why their absence in Pagan discourse surprised me is  

because the heads of "movement Atheism" are all relatively well known within Christianity, and it seems like a large 

percentage of Pagans are former Christians. I'd heard about the "God helmet" before, but I was not aware that it hadn't  

worked on Dawkins. That is interesting, as my (completely amateur) understanding of neural pathways is that they work  

kind of like muscles: if you don't use them, they get weaker. If there is a place in the brain that handles experiences of  

the divine, it  could be that years of steadfast philosophical materialism has caused Dawkins' God-neurons to simply 

wither away. As for the reason why Richard Dawkins became an Atheist in the first place, well... According to a professor  

who worked with Dawkins for years at Oxford, he had a fundamentalist Christian upbringing. Maybe that has some  

relevance?

▪ Response (adlibbed)

 Segment: The Essence of Magick Series (TeoMS): So Mote it Be

(Background Music: “Calling Peace” by Alexandre Falcao)

(Audio clips: Gerald Gardner and Patricia Crowther chanting “The Witches Rune;” Aleister Crowley “Excerpts from the 

Gnostic Mass;” An interview with Gerald Gardner, early 1960’s)
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…It is a secret and you will be taught. From the basic to the complex all will be revealed.  Welcome to the Essence of  

Magick Series… echoing forth from The Infinite and The Beyond.

“So Mote It  Be,”  is  a  common phrase heard in many Wiccan circles and practices.  Interestingly,  the phrase 

doesn't make an appearance in Gardner's High Magic's Aid or Witchcraft Today, but is mentioned briefly in The Meaning  

of Witchcraft where it is noted of how well it works as the final phrase in a poem similar to the blow of a hammer as can  

be found in a closing passage from The Witches' Rune which says:

In the earth and air and sea,

By the light of moon and sun.

As our will, so mote it be,

As it is said, so be it done!

However like much of Wicca the phrase itself comes to the religion via The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn  

who in turn adopted it from the Rosicrucians and Freemasonry as the founders as well as many of the members of the 

Order were masons in one form or another.  

The term “Mote” dates back before 900 BCE and is an archaic verb which is similar to to the words, “may, might,  

or must.”  However, the earliest use of the phrase in Freemasonry dates to the Regius Poem from around 1390 AD, which  

is the oldest known Masonic document and it is housed in the British Museum located in London.  The poem itself is one 

of  the Old Charges or Gothic  Constitutions used by the early  Operative Freemasons to regulate their  trade.  It  also  

contains a legendary history as well as rules of manners and moral conduct.  The term Operative Freemason, pertains to  

actual Stone working Freemasons from centuries past, who's trade union is believed to have later developed into the 

Speculative Masonic Fraternities that are common today.  The Regius Poem ends with, "Amen! Amen! So mote it be!  So 

say we all for charity." In lodges “So Mote it be” is commonly used as a communal response to the utterance of “Amen.”  

And it is in keeping with this 600 year old tradition as set forth by The Regius Poem that lodges still use the term in their  

meetings and rituals.

The phrase as used in Wicca, is very similar in meaning and application to the term Amen which means, “so be  

it,” or “The will of God be done,” but which can also been translated as “verily” and “truly” and is generally used as a 

concluding word for prayers and hymns and to express strong agreements within Christianity.  

In Wicca,  “So Mote it  Be” is  spoken as  a statement  of  affirmation,  finality  and certainty  as  it  is  used as a 

concluding phrase after statements, evocations, or way to seal or end personal spell-work.  In Wicca it can be understood  

as the phrase “make it so,” and has even been employed in a longer alternate version like in The Witches Rune as  

mentioned earlier with, “as I will it, so mote it be.”   The difference here being in it's use as an acknowledgment of the 

will of the practitioner playing an active role in the ceremony as opposed to practitioner relying on the will of God or  

Deity as tends to be the case in Freemasonry and in Christianity.  The freedom inherent in the accepted practice of the  
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practitioner to freely exert their will is a fundamental component within Wicca and other forms of Paganism, of which 

the allowance for uttering So Mote it Be in grants the practitioner a freedom not often found in spiritual practices.

In essence the  phrase and application of “So Mote it Be” in magick is a declaration of the individual to take an  

active role in the direction and development of their lives.

This concludes this edition of the Essence of Magick. Suggestions for this series are welcomed and encouraged  

and you can do so on the show website or through the show forum. Thank you.

Sources

• http://www.papillion39.com/Library/somoteitbe.htm   

• http://www.masonicworld.com/education/files/artoct02/so_mote_it_be.htm   

• http://www.syix.com/enterprize70/Items%20of%20interest.htm   

• http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/regius.html   

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/So_mote_it_be   

• http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/ritual/mote.html   

• “Book 4” by Aleister Crowley

 Segment:

➢ Interview with Alka Part Three

 Segment: Free Will, Magick, and Deity 

➢ (Background Music: “At The Sea” by Adam Zampino)

➢ In light of the title of this episode, the ideas surrounding Free Will, Magick, and Deity creates a peculiar pagan  

theological conundrum one which some of you may have already considered while others may have never given  

it a thought before. Back in episode 11 I discussed something similar, though not entirely, when I covered the  

Principle of Cause and Effect from The Kybalion; however, it was in a conversation with a Christian friend that in a  

roundabout-way caused me to come to some realizations about pagan deity and the practice of magick.

➢ The common understanding of  God in Christianity is  that he is  Omniscient,  Omnipotent,  and Omnipresent;  

meaning that he is All Knowing, All Powerful, and All Present. Within Christianity there is also the idea of Free  

Will, which is understandable because how can one's love and reverence for God be pure if one did not choose 

on their own to have a love and reverence for God? Right?  Well, it makes sense until you really think about the 

previously mentioned qualities of God being that he is All Knowing, All Powerful, and All Present, because these  

qualities imply more of a fatalistic religious paradigm which then negates the idea of Free Will within Christianity  

regardless of what is taught. Because if God is All Knowing, All Powerful, and All Present then God already knows 

every decision one will  make, before they make it,  even before they know they've made it or have had the  

opportunity to decide to  make it.   So,  with this  understanding there truly  is  no such thing  as  Free Will  in  
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Christianity  and since God is also viewed as being infallible one then also needs to accept their  plot  in life  

because  it  is  after  all  what  God wanted  of  them and  that  everything  about  an  individual  and  their  life  is 

predetermined and programmed similar to my computer. It's a sticky theological structure. 

➢ Computer: “Hey what do you mean by that? Are you implying that I am a Christian?  Because I'm not. Hail Satan!

➢ Me: When did you become a satanist?

➢ Computer: “It's along story. We can talk about it later”

➢ Me: Ok *chuckle* 

➢ So, you must be wondering how this  understanding of  Christianity and it's  common view of  God relates to  

Paganism and magick?  It's interesting, this understanding reveals that deity within a religious path that practices  

magick can not be All Knowing, All Powerful, and All Present because this would imply a fatalistic or deterministic  

path as mentioned previously and the reason for magick would be null and void, because all alleged magickal  

changes would have to comply with an already established divine plan.

➢ So, if the individual believes that magick can be utilized to cause change to occur in their life then this would  

argue against a deterministic path and thereby draw into question the extent by which divine knowledge, power,  

and presence exists in relation to a magickal perspective of deity.  This apparent limitation in regards to the 

influence of deity does support a polytheistic view whereby one deity may be unable to know, see, or effect a  

situation while another deity may be able to address a situation more successfully.  The effective role and reality 

of magick in one's beliefs and practices implies a theology which allows individual Free Will to exist as we would  

expect it to exist.  Just thought I would let you know that as pagans we are truly free.  So mote it be!

 Conclusion

(Background Music: “Satyavati” by G)

• Thank you once again to Alka for coming on the show and for sharing his music.

• Of which we heard the tracks 

◦ Blue Berry

◦ Immolated

◦ Lucent

◦ Furitive

◦  and A Modest Collection of Lint

◦ Which came from the Albums “A Dog Lost in the Woods” and “Principles of Suffocation” so check him out  

online at his Reverbnation page at http://www.reverbnation.com/buryn for further information.
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• And remember in case you're interested, a link to download a copy of Alka's “So Mote is Be” will be available in 

the show notes for you to use in your magick.

• Now the track you're about to hear is a beautiful and sentimental piece by the artist Donna Lewis and it is called  

“Don't Ever” and it was the track that I opened the show with. So, enjoy and until next time Blessed Be and 93!

 Featured Artist

➢ “Don't Ever” by Donna Lewis - http://www.arielpublicity.net/clients/2445 

 Episode wrap up (12/9/2011)

(Background Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin)

• Well, this concludes this episode of The Infinite and the Beyond.

• If you have any thoughts about this episode or about what I’ve said in one of its segments please let me know by 

contacting me through the show website which can be found at www.infinite-beyond.com. 

• If you like this show and are interested in hearing more or subscribing, then visit the show website where you  

can find links to where this show can be found online for you to subscribe, download, and friend.  

• A complete manuscript for the episode can be found on the show website and all  links related to this episode 

can be found in the show notes.

• "Some of the music heard in this episode was legally provided by www.MusicAlley.com. 

• The opinions expressed in this episode are the opinions of those who made them and are not necessarily the  

opinions of myself any other person.

• The Infinite and the Beyond and its segments are copyrighted by Chris Orapello and are licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.

• Thanks for listening, thanks for subscribing, and until next time Merry Part, Blessed Be, and 93!
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Show Notes:  Episode #027 – Free Will, Magick, and Deity

 Show Summary:  In this episode we explore magick and creativity as we speak with the mysterious electronic music  

composer  Alka  who was kind of  enough to come on the show and share  his  music  with  us  which is  featured  

throughout the episode.  In A Corner in the Occult we learn about famous, mystic, poet, artist, and engraver William 

Blake.  Highly influential to artists and occultists, Blake has been a focus for scholars since his death.  We learn about  

the phrase, “So Mote It Be” in the Essence of Magick.  Have you ever considered the phrase itself and what exactly it  

implies as a practitioner of magick? Find out in this episode!  Also during the show, I read listener email, we hear a  

great track by Donna Lewis and to close we revisit the ideas of Free Will, Magick, and Deity.  Do you have free will in  

regards to your  personal religious theology? If so, what does this mean in how you view deity?  Find out this and  

more in the electronic episode!

 Breakdown: (1:39:??)

(00:00:00) – Introduction

Music : “Proteus” by composer George Wood

(00:01:32) – Announcements

Music: “Don't Ever” by Donna Lewis

(00:03:06) – Interview with Alka Part 1

(00:12:11) – Music “Blueberry”

(00:16:02) – A Corner in the Occult: 

Music: “Piano Quartet in G, 3rd Movement by Mozart” performed by Linda Holzer

(00:34:42) – Interview with Alka Part 2

(00:45:57) – Music: “Immolated”

(00:59:21) – Music: “Lucent”

(01:03:51) – Letters

Music: “No More Hectic Days” by Alexandre Falco

(01:06:25) – The Essence of Magick Series – So Mote it Be

(01:11:09) – Interview with Alka Part 3

(01:16:29) – Music: Furitive

(01:25:03) – Music: A Modest Collection of Lint

(01:27:25) – Free Will, Magick, and Deity

Music: “At The Sea” by Adam Zampino

(01:31:04) – Conclusion

Music: “Satyavati” by G

(01:32:02) -  Featured Music: “Don't Ever” by Donna Lewis

(01:37:15) – Wrap-up

Music: “Universe inside you” by Persian Paladin
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 Background Music

George Wood - http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/1454/ 

Donna Lewis -  http://www.arielpublicity.net/clients/2445 

Linda Holzer - http://www.ualr.edu/lrholzer/bio.shtml 

Alexandre Falcao - http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=613461 

Adam Zampino -  http://www.zampiano.com/ 

g - http://emptinessdances.com/ 

Persian Paladin - http://podsafeaudio.com/jamroom/bands/2644/

 Featured Music

Alka – http://www.reverbnation.com/buryn 

Donna Lewis - http://www.arielpublicity.net/clients/2445 

 Links * Please see show notes for a complete list of the links from this episode

Alka Blog -  http://www.magicksquares.blogspot.com 

Hands of Change -  http://www.handsofchange.org 

So Mote It be  (mp3) - 

William Blake Tarot - http://www.blaketarot.com/ 

 Credits

MusicAlley - http://www.musicalley.com 
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