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peoples, for they are natural magicians. The occultist, in the 
course of his training learns to extend the threshold of 
consciousness once more into the subconscious mind; but 
whereas in primitive humanity the mentality ended with 
subconsciousness, in the evolved man, the powers of the operation 
of the subconscious astral faculties.

Initiation into the astral plane means more, however, than the 
exploitation of the psychic powers. The astral plane is the plane of 
control for the great reservoir of etheric energy, and when we 
obtain the right of entry upon the astral plane we also obtain 
access to and control of the etheric sub-planes of the physical 
plane It is from these sub-planes that the vital forces of physical 
organisms are derived, and it is contact with these great natural 
reservoirs of force which gives the peculiar magnetic quality so 
noticeable in souls who have the elemental contacts.

The contacts of the Green Ray are also spoken of as the Celtic 
Initiation, and for this reason the initiations which were worked 
by the Greeks and the Druids were of the Upper Astral, in 
contradistinction to the initiations of an earlier epoch, which were 
initiations of the Lower Astral, as witness the terrible deities of 
Akkad and Babylon. The Greeks with their an and the Celts with 
their music and dance were the true initiates of the Green Ray, and 
the influence of the astral contacts can be clearly seen to this day 
in the temperament of the Celtic races.

The Green Ray is essentially the ray of the artist, for it is the 
subconscious or astral mind which is the creative factor in the arts, 
and according to the proportion of this mentation which prevails is 
the degree of inspiration. Technique is of the conscious human 
mind, but the true creative artistic impulse is of the ancient astral 
mind of the race which lies hidden below the threshold of 
superimposed consciousness. Without the technique so painfully 
acquired by the discipline of hand and eye, there can be no 
manifestation in matter of the creative astral impulse There are 
many such, who, having the astral contacts cannot reduce them to 
the forms of the physical plane These tend to get drawn off that 
plane and over into the astral, and we see in them those extremes 
of the artistic temperament which tend towards mental unbalance

Equally, there are certain types of insanity, and certain 
symptoms in several insanities of purely physical origin, which 
can be explained in the light of our knowledge of the astral realm, 
for just as there are certain drugs of the hashish variety which 
artifically open the psychic centres to the perception of the astral, 
so there are certain toxic conditions of the blood which act in the 
same way, and this explains many of the hallucinations of the 
insane who are really experiencing a pathological
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psychism, and seeing about them the denizens of the astral, and also 
their own thought-forms with which their own auras teem. Psychology 
explains the latter phenomena quite satisfactorily, but it does not 
understand the former, and has recourse to far-fetched explanations in 
order to bring it into line with the previous class of phenomena which 
it is able to account for satisfactorily. The psychology of insanity is able 
to throw light upon many of the phenomena of psychic experience and 
this is said in no derogatory spirit, but because it is the simple truth, 
for the hallucinations of insanity are a type of astral phenomena which 
have been worked out in the light of modem science

Many other aspects await that process for their elucidation; and when 
science, and especially the sciences that deal with the human personality, 
both mental and physical, realize the function and nature of the astral 
influences working in and upon dense matter a great step will have been 
taken and a new era of scientific discovery opened up. At the present 
moment we are hovering upon the eve of this realization, as a drop of 
water hangs on the lip of a beaker; when the force of gravity overcomes 
capillary attraction, the flow will commence When there is a realization 
of the invisible, imponderable realities, a new era of scientific discovery 
and therapeutic achievement will open up. It is a lack of this realization 
which is baffling science at the present moment and rendering abortive 
such lines of research as the investigation of cancer and the endocrines, 
both, as the occultist knows, so intimately connected with the astral plane

We may well ask why any serious student of occultism (and none 
others are wanted in the Mysteries) should seek the contacts of the Green 
Ray in the present age, when both the Hermetic and Christian contacts 
are open to him. The Hermetic student seeks them in order to complete 
his intiations, so that he may be able to bring the powers down the planes 
to their final manifestation on the physical plane Especially is this contact 
necessary to him if he be also an esoteric therapeutist, for the processes 
of both disease and repair are intimately associated with astral conditions, 
which influence consciousness directly and the physical body indirectly 
through their effect upon the etheric double The esoteric therapeutist 
must therefore of necessity have the contacts of the astral plane
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The Occult Field Today

The publication of two very important books on magic, The Tree of Life 
by Israel Regardie, and Magick by the 'Master Therion' (Aleister Crowley), 
makes it advisable for the Fraternity of the Inner Light to define its position 
in these matters. It will be obvious to anyone who compares these books 
with each other and with the method that is explained in my book The 
Mystical Qabalah that the same system is being used in all three Some 
explanation is therefore desirable lest anyone be accused of plagiarism, 
or stealing another person's thunder; or, equally, be regarded as associated 
with, or representative of, one of the others.

The explanation is quite simple: all three are drawing from the same 
source, which I have always referred to as the Western Esoteric Tradition. 
This Tradition was reorganized and made available for English students 
by the late S. L. MacGregor Mathers, into whose hands came a number 
of cipher MSS, and who had the occult knowledge necessary for their 
use He claimed to have got into touch with the sources whence these 
MSS emanated, and there is a certain amount of objective evidence in 
support of this claim; but the whole subject is wrapped in mystery by 
the extreme secrecy he observed, and by the drastic initiation oaths 
demanded of all to whom he taught what he had learnt; and even to 
these he was extremely uncommunicative on many vital points.

But be that as it may; and whether he came by his system as he said 
he did, or whether he made it up out of his own head, in actual practice it 
worked as a highly efficient and satisfactory system of practical occultism 
and a Way of Initiation. The proof of the pudding is in the eating in 
occult affairs; high-sounding titles and limitless claims, such as certain 
American organizations have accustomed us to in these matters, carry 
no weight at all with those who have any knowledge of the subject and 
its history or any practical experience of its workings. It is one of the 
points in favour of the genuineness of MacGregor Mathers' claims that 
he wrapped himself in the most impenetrable secrecy and could not
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be tempted out from his shell even in self-defence
The evidence concerning the sources from which MacGregor Mathers 

obtained his MSS is, so far as I have been able to sift it, inconclusive 
and conflicting, and a good deal has been said about those MSS which 
cannot be substantiated. But that those MSS exist I can vouch for as a 
fact, because I know reliable people who have actually seen them; but 
as they were in cipher, my informants were not much the wiser, nor 
could they say how much MacGregor Mathers got out of them, and how 
much he added on as original work.

To get accurate information on the subject was not easy, especially 
as 1 came on the scene late in the day, after MacGregor Mathers' death, 
and it was rather like trying to obtain evidence concerning the nature 
of the cloth from which were made the robes of the King with No Clothes 
On. Everybody pledged their immortal souls as to the truth of the legends 
that were current in the Order that he founded; accepting them uncritically 
as they circulated by word of mouth and gained authority from much 
repetition.

So far as I could see, from what I could learn of the matter and what I 
saw of the people concerned, MacGregor Mathers had a wide range of 
rare but not very accurate or profound knowledge, in which professional 
scholars were able to pick holes; but in him were the roots of the matter, 
for he saw the mystical and philosophical significance behind what he 
had reaped in the queer fields of Alchemy, the Qabalah, and Egyptology. 
To him came, by the curious concatenation of invisible forces that are 
called chance, the famous cipher MSS, and in them he found the formulae 
which formed the basis of his rituals. These gave him the keys to the 
queer mass of crazy metaphysical ironmongery which he had already 
discovered to be a lock. He inserted the psychic key in the metaphysical 
lock, and lo! it turned and the door of the supernormal consciousness 
was flung open.

How much of the ceremonies were given verbatim in the cipher MSS, 
and how much was contrived by Mathers out of his knowledge with 
the aid of the keys with which the MSS supplied him, I do not know; 
but I am quite satisfied, from my experience of them, that the system 
he worked contained factors quite out of the ordinary, which were not 
the fruits of pure scholarship, however recondite If MacGregor Mathers 
was the sole original author of that system, then he was one of the world's 
greatest men; but from what I saw of his Order, I do not think he was that

The effect of the ceremonies and methods taught by MacGregor Mathers 
was to produce the most remarkable psychic experiences and extensions
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of consciousness in those who had any psychic capacity at all; the 
methods and aim of these processes were intelligently taught in the 
higher grades in certain sections of this Order; and it was possible 
for those so instructed to produce the results at will, and the effect 
of repeated experiments was cumulative They obtained, in fact, by 
psychic methods, the same results other people achieved by the use 
of such drugs as hashish and mescal, and without the disastrous 
after-effects that result from 'loosening the girders of the mind' 
by physical means.

In the light of the experience thus gained, the ancient Mysteries 
became comprehensible and the possibilities of psychic work 
thus unfolded were simply limitless. Individual students varied 
enormously in their capacity to employ the means placed at their 
disposal; some were merely futile; some were dry-as-dust 
scholars, frightened out of their lives of obtaining any practical 
results from the formulae, and some became genuine adepts with 
signs following. Among the latter was Aleister Crowley, who has 
written upon occultism under his own name and various 
pseudonyms, among other; the Master Therion, Frater P, 
Perdurabo, and a varied assortment.

Some ten years before I came in touch with Mathers' organization 
there were wars and rumours of wars. The truth of the matter is 
hard to come by, but when both sides claim to be angels opposed 
by devils, it is probably a case of six of one and half a dozen of 
the other Anyway, as a result of the quarrel, Crowley published 
the bulk of MacGregor Mathers' secrets in his magazine, The 
Equinox, and Mathers cursed Crowley with bell, book and candle

The Order suffered severely during the first World War and 
Mathers himself died in Paris from influenza during the epidemic. 
When I came in touch with his organization, it was manned 
mainly by widows and grey-bearded ancients, and did not appear 
to be a very promising field of occult endeavour.

But I had had considerable experience of practical occultism 
before I made its acquaintance and I immediately recognized 
power of adegree and kind I had never met before and had not the 
slightest doubt but that I was on the trail of the genuine tradition, 
despite its inadequate exposition. For some reason best known to 
themselves, the elucidations and interpretations had been 
withdrawn into the innermost Inner by the secret chiefs, who 
simply sat upon them like broody hens on china eggs. The 
organization had broken up into a number of disjecta membra, and 
everybody regarded everybody else with suspicion as not being 
of the true orthodoxy.
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I, for my part, took no part in the human pettinesses of the 
mundane plane, but worked at the system, and the system yielded 
fruits. Other people, I think, must have done the same, among 
them, Mr Regardie At any rate, in his two books, The Garden of 
Pomegranates and The Tree of Life, he teaches the Golden Dawn 
system as I learnt it in the various branches of the Order of which 
I have been a member

Mr Regardie acknowledges his indebtedness to MacGregor 
Mathers and Wynn Westcott, but he only quotes from their 
published works. He quotes so extensively from Crowley, 
especially from his four-volume work, Magick, in which is 
reprinted the best of the Equinox articles and some additional 
material, and his viewpoint so exactly expresses the best aspects 
of Crowley's teaching that I conclude that Crowley's Order; the 
A.A., not Mather's G.D., is his source The A.A., however; drew 
its magical system from the G.D., therefore for all practical purposes 
Regardie is using the Mathers' system, just as I am myself.

Regardie's two books I unhesitatingly recommend; The Tree of 
Life in particular is a magnificent piece of work, in my opinion the 
best book on magic that has ever been published. Crowley's 
Magick, of which Regardie makes much use and to which he 
acknowledges his indebtedness, is also very valuable to the 
student, but only the advanced student could use it with profit. It is 
very uneven in its literary quality; contains much grossness and 
ribaldry, like all Crowley's writings, and much of it is deliberately 
obscure and allusive The formulae, too, on which he works, 
would be considered averse and evil by occultists accustomed to 
the Qabalistic tradition, for he uses 11 instead of 10 as the basis of 
his batteries of knocks in the magical ceremonies, and 11 is the 
number of the Qliphoth, or Evil Sephiroth; a battery of 11, therefore, 
is an invocation of the Qliphoth. No hint is given of this in the 
text, and it is an ugly trap for the unwary student.

Crowley also gives the North as the holy point towards which 
the operator turns to invoke, instead of the East, 'whence light 
arises', as is the classical practice Now the north is called 'the place 
of greatest symbolic darkness', and is only the holy point of one 
sect, the Yezidees, or devil worshippers. It is obvious, therefore, 
that the student who is rash enough to experiment with a battery of 
11 knocks and an invocation to the north, is not going to contact 
what most people would consider to be desirable forces.

Crowley has, however; a remarkable insight into the philosophy 
of occultism, and when he expounds this, he is a most illuminating 
writer; and I, for one, would not wish to minimize my debt to his 
writings;
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his practical methods, however, are another matter, and are, in my opinion, 
too dangerous to meddle with in any shape or form.

If I read the signs aright, MacGregor Mathers, Crowley, Regardie and 
myself are all working on the same formula, the formula contained in 
the mysterious cipher MSS discovered by Mathers; Regardie draws from 
Mathers via Crowley; I imagine, however, that he is alive to the alterations 
in the formulae that Crowley introduced, for they do not appear in his 
books, and the formulae he gives are the ones familiar to me in the Golden 
Dawn workings. These I have found to be sound and effectual; Crowley's 
version of them I consider to be averse and destructive though I cannot 
speak from personal experience on the subject, as I have never had any 
dealings with his method. I have talked with a number of people who 
have, however, and there seem to be no two opinions on this point after 
a sufficient time has elapsed to allow end-results to be seen.

But while I entirely dissociate myself from Crowley's methods, I would 
not wish to minimize his contribution to occult literature, which is of 
the highest value From his books the advanced student, who knows 
how to read between the lines and refine the gold from the dross, can 
learn an immense amount, and if our interest is limited to an author's 
writings, we need not concern ourselves with his personal character 
or private life

One of the most difficult problems in occultism today concerns the 
question of authority. What constitutes a genuine initiation? In what 
does a genuine occult Order consist? Who and where are the Masters? 
We need to answer all these questions unequivocally and to define 
standards of judgment before we can put one foot before another on 
the Path. I do not propose in these pages to discuss these questions 
in detail, for I have done so elsewhere, but I shall make a definite attempt 
to define a standard of judgment in occult matters that shall enable an 
opinion to be formed in specific cases.

Authority which is wrapped in mystery is a thing that is singularly liable 
to abuse and it is very difficult to see how, in the absence of persecution, 
it can have any justification. When occultism had to be pursued at the 
risk of life and liberty it was a different matter; but why in the name 
of common sense should any occult organization burrow underground 
at the present day? Individuals may find it wise to conceal their interest 
for professional or social reasons, but it is difficult to see why any professed 
occult teacher should make a secret of his doings save for the reason 
that human nature loves a mystery and a modicum of theatricality 
enhances his prestige But the dedicated initiator, and none other is worthy
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of consideration, looks upon esoteric science as a philosophy and a 
religion, and has no use for such banalities, leaving them to the quack, 
who finds in mystery-mongering an effectual form of publicity.

We may take a sponge, then, and wipe clean off the slate any individual 
or organization which cannot or will not put the cards on the table and 
reveal its antecedents.

It is an unfortunate thing that popular taste has been fed on occult 
marvels to such an extent that the wholesome fare of actual fact has 
become repugnant to it. Unless the spiritual ancestry of an order or an 
initiator is remote both in time and space, there is no prestige The 
charlatan takes advantage of this, and reaps the harvest of claims which 
it is as impossible for us to examine as it is for him to substantiate 
Whatever it may be in the East, the lines of contact on the physical plane 
in the West have been so utterly broken and destroyed with historical 
time that they have to be pieced together like ancient pottery. Experience 
proves, however, that when a certain amount of piecing has been done 
and the pattern appears, it is possible for the psychic to pick up the 
inner plane contacts and reforge the link. This is what is actually done 
in the modem Mysteries.

Because an initiator or an organization claims descent from the 
Himalayan Brotherhood or the Rosicrucians, or any other of the 
much-advertised secret Orders, it does not follow that that descent is 
by an unbroken line of tradition on the physical plane; neither does it 
follow, even if there is no such line of descent, that the claim is 
invalid. It is possible for an occultist of a certain degree of development 
to pick up the psychic contacts of these great inner plane organizations 
and to be working under their influence When this occurs, very 
curious things happen on the physical plane, and the worker finds that 
he is constantly picking up the broken fragments of the tradition to which 
he is dedicated.

In my own experience I can see, on looking back, that for at least three 
years before I came in touch with it on the physical plane, I was working 
on the contacts of the Order into which I was finally received. These 
contacts I also picked up at different points on the two occasions when 
they had been totally severed on the physical plane One appears to be 
running on invisible rails when once the contacts of one of the great 
Fraternities had been picked up. There is a large body of testimony to 
bear witness to this fact.

An occult Order might be likened to an iceberg of which one-seventh 
floats above the surface of the water and the rest is submerged. Six-sevenths 
of occult work is performed on the inner-planes, and of that, five-sixths
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consist of subjective experiences. The vital thing then, for any student 
or initiator, is to have the inner plane contacts of a valid Order; given 
these, the outer aspect will begin to crystallize around it in the same 
way as the pearl is laid down layer by layer round the grain of sand 
in the oyster's shell.

But although the inner plane contact is the vital nucleus, any student 
or initiator would be in a poor way if he had no body of mundane 
knowledge to draw upon. The occult systems are too intricate and too 
detailed for their psychic discernment to be a practical matter

A great body of tradition exists, though scattered and concealed, and 
the student in whom the inner eye is open can penetrate its significance 
when he studies it. If he aims at being an initiator and training students, 
it is necessary that he should codify this knowledge and reduce it to 
an intelligible system; the value of an occult school depends in large 
measure on the manner in which this purely mundane work has been 
done The Ancient Wisdom must be correlated with modem thought 
if its significance is to be made available for the student.

An occult school, then, needs to contain psychics who have the living 
contacts and scholars who have the relevant knowledge Given these 
two things, ancient charters are of little significance; for unless the living 
contacts are there, and unless the system has been kept up to date 
generation by generation, charters may be nothing but gravestones 
marking the burial-place of a dead faith.

Mystical organizations are not long-lived things; they seldom survive 
the generation that had personal contact with the founder. As soon as 
the original impulse loses its momentum, senility sets in, and they have 
to be reborn amid throes unspeakable Old bottles will seldom hold 
new wine, and reform usually takes place by schism rather than by 
expansion and restatement.

If we seek the roots of living spiritual experience, we are unwise to 
look for it along the lines of organized physical plane tradition. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, not where it is chartered by established authority. 
The real line of contact is a personal one, and works in a very peculiar, 
but very definite way. The connecting thread is of the slenderest, yet 
nevertheless it is there It is like the grain of leaven that was worked into 
seven measures of meal—minute, indispensable and effectual. This 
indispensable physical plane link appears to consist in a personal meeting 
between the seeker and someone who possesses the inner plane contacts. 
In every record of the foundation of an Order we read of a meeting 
between its founder and an illuminated teacher who give him his contacts
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by virtue of his personal magnetism.
Abraham, the father of the spiritual Israel, met that mysterious figure, 

Melchizedek, who came to him bearing bread and wine for the first 
Eucharist. Jesus, on the eve of His ministry, sought out John the Baptist, 
the last of the prophets of Israel. Christian Rosencreutz travelled to Darncar, 
or Damascus, in search of an initiator Abramelin found the promised 
instructor among the hermits of the Egyptian desert. Rudolph Steiner 
met his teacher in the Black Forest. Mme Blavatsky met a certain Indian 
Adept in Kensington Gardens during the Jubilee celebrations. MacGregor 
Mathers found the mysterious cipher manuscripts and communicated 
with an address contained therein.

But let it be clearly noted that the personal contact with an initiated 
adept, though the turning-point of each career, was no more than a clue 
that had to be unravelled. Mme Blavatsky had to write her books and 
build up her organization. MacGregor Mathers used his unique 
scholarship to give visible body and form to the system of which he 
received no more than the keys. In each case the greatness of the work 
accomplished depended upon the calibre of the worker There must 
have been many who contacted the teachers of these great pioneers and 
no doubt received enlightenment according to their capacity, but who 
built nothing in the way of an organization and have  left no mark on the 
world.

Be it noted also that each of the systems thus founded had wrought 
into their structure the inherent weaknesses of their founders, and these 
weaknesses formed the lines of fissure along which they ultimately 
crumbled. Mme Blavatsky had very little discernment where human 
character was concerned, and though her devotion to her ideals was 
unquestioned, she was singularly unwise in her policy and unscrupulous 
in her methods. The 'Back to Blavatsky' movement, in its condemnation 
of modem Theosophy would do well to remember that the weeds to 
which they are putting the sickle are but the full growth of the seed she 
sowed in her unwisdom and lack of principle MacGregor Mathers too, 
who had no other source of income than his esoteric school, steadily 
weakened it and finally broke it up by his suspiciousness and 
exclusiveness.

From these observed facts we learn several things that are of importance 
to us in forming our standard of judgment. We learn, firstly, that physical 
tradition, save in so far as it consists of the written word which can be 
studied, is not of supreme importance, because the real value of a long 
line of spiritual lineage is in the group mind on the inner planes, and 
this can be picked up by psychic contact even by those who are not
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the heirs of the mundane line of inheritance Moreover, the legal heirs 
may most lamentably fail to keep the channels open, and so be blind 
leaders of the blind. Function, not charter, alone gives the right to work 
the Mysteries.

Secondly we learn that it is not enough to cry Lord, Lord, loudly and 
persistently; there must be an adequate equipment of scholarship and 
organization on the physical plane to enable the spiritual forces to find 
a channel. It has been truly said that the power of endurance of a faith 
depends entirely upon its literature All the great faiths have as their 
nucleus a book, a Bible, a Koran, or the Upanishads. Whatever spiritual 
teacher relies upon oral teaching leaves no permanent record behind 
him. There must be a book, and a mystical or holy book, which speaks, 
not to reason and intelligence, but to intuition and faith. The specific 
statements of the Neo-Theosophical literature of the Besant-Leadbeater 
school, which attempt to enlighten and convince the conscious mind, 
are not the centre round which the movement founded by Mme Blavatsky 
is rallying its shattered forces; it is The Secret Doctrine which is the sacred 
book that will hold the movement together long after The Lives of Alcyone 
have been mercifully forgotten.

There must be a book, written under the influence of a powerful spiritual 
inspiration, which forms the permanent nucleus of any movement that 
is to survive its founder. Such a book exalts the consciousness of those 
who read it and puts them in psychic touch with the sources whence 
the inspiration came; they are then able to work independently. People 
are never satisfied to be spoon-fed indefinitely, and unless a system is 
able to give them these living contacts, it will fail to hold any but the 
young souls, and of such a movement cannot be built.

It will be interesting to see whether the mass of Rudolph Steiner's 
writings will afford such a book for his students. I am inclined to doubt 
whether they are quite of that calibre MacGregor Mathers left behind 
him the superb rituals of his Golden Dawn, and these, with their mass 
of symbolism and magical effectualness, form an inexhaustible mine 
of inspiration to the initiates of his tradition, which in consequence 
rekindles its fires whenever there are eyes to see

We have an inspirational nucleus in the Cosmic Doctrine. We also 
connect up with the Golden Dawn contacts. It has been our endeavour 
from the first to make our system self-acting and independent of personal 
teaching At the present moment it is somewhat like an arterial road 
in course of construction—there are long stretches of broad highway 
and there are bottle-necks and narrow bridges where construction work 



is going on. We believe, however, that we have the necessary 
nucleus of permanency in our system, and that it will survive 
the generation that saw its beginning, and permit of the 
expansion necessary to adapt it to the needs of future generations, 
because it depends on method rather than on doctrine

Subversive Elements in the Occult Movement
The occult movement has always been an object of suspicion to 
the powers that be, and not unreasonably so, for the secrecy in 
which it tries to shroud itself naturally attracts more attention 
than it avoids; moreover this very system of secrecy can 
conveniently be used as a cloak for other things than occultism, 
and has so been used on many occasions in the past. The 
occultist, therefore, cannot reasonably resent the suspicion he 
has aroused, but should endeavour, by all the means available 
to him, to clarify the situation, give proof of his bona fides, and so 
conduct his affairs that they shall not afford a cover to 
evil-doers.

The influences at work in the world today range themselves 
under two banners, as they have always done The choice of a 
banner is a matter of temperament; it has been truly said that 
everyone is a Radical in his youth and a Die-hard in his old age 
We shall always find that the timid, and those whom the god of 
this world has blessed, are on the side of conservatism, or the 
maintenance of the present state of affairs. We shall also find that 
the bolder spirits, and those upon whom the prevailing social 
system presses hardly, desire to bring about changes in the order 
of things, and sometimes radical changes. In both camps we 
shall find moderate men and extremists; this is also a matter of 
temperament.

These two contrasting types of temperament have difficulty 
in understanding each other's viewpoint, and the more extreme 
examples usually lack the imagination to be able to conceive 
that there can be a reasonable viewpoint other than their own; 
consequently relations tend to become acrimonious, and each 
party endows the other with vices it does not possess, or is run 
by only a small and unrepresentative minority. Self-interest also 
exacerbates the situation, for any gains on the part of one parry 
can only be at the expense of losses to the other The two camps 
tend to become armed camps, with a perpetual guerrilla warfare 
going on between them that occasionally develops into a campaign 
on a vast scale

Within limits, both aspects are essential to the well-being of the 
body politic; so clearly has experience proved this, that a 
well-organized Opposition is considered essential to the 
transaction of national business.



But although the normal polarity of viewpoint is a wholesome check 
on extremes of any kind, and a normal and inevitable development in 
this universe which manifests through pairs of opposites, there are to 
be found in both camps extreme viewpoints which pass all bounds 
of equilibrium, and, to use again the language of the Qabalists, are 
Qliphothic, because they tend towards Chaos. The Die-hard would retain 
vested interests in his dead hand, regardless of changing conditions or 
the welfare of the world as a whole; and the anarchist, in his disgust 
with existing conditions, would destroy them from the foundations 
upward, thus bringing down the house of life on his own head and leaving 
himself without shelter while the rebuilding is in progress. Reasonable 
men of both parties regard their own extremists with distrust and are 
able to give both sympathy and respect to their opponents.

As we have already noted, the choice of a party is usually dictated 
by temperament rather than intellectual conviction. Those who are to 
be found in the party of change are usually of a more imaginative and 
impressionable temperament than, those who find their spiritual home 
in conservatism, using the word in its dictionary and not its political 
sense It is the same type of person who has an open ear for all things 
new in any department of the world's activities; he is generally 
unconventional in dress and diet; wears his hair long when other people 
wear it short, as in modem times; and short when other people were 
wearing it long as among the Roundheads; and reacts violently to his 
own complexes in general, not only in the things of his especial conviction, 
but in all his way of life, whether in petty social usages or in the deeper 
and more fundamental things of the spirit.

Occultism being more than most things, an unconventional view-
point, we find among its adherents a high percentage of the liberal-minded, 
and comparatively few of those with a conservative or conventional 
outlook. We must not, however, commit the logical fallacy of confusing 
post hoc with propter hoc. People do not become radical in their views 
because of any doctrines taught them under the veil of secrecy in occult 
lodges, but become occultists because they are of the open-minded and 
adventurous type

There is, moreover, a certain type of the more philosophic reformer 
who, in seeking an explanation which shall direct him to the root-causes 
of social discontent, finds that the esoteric teachings afford that 
explanation, especially in their doctrines concerning group minds, subtle 
influences and evolutionary cycles. Such a social reformer studies 
occultism, not for the purpose of applying ritual magic to his enemies.
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as popular imagination supposes, but in order to understand root-causes.
It is rare to find the fanatic of either party in occult circles, or, for the 

matter of that, in any circles that do not see eye to eye with him; he 
has such a one-way mind, and is so concentrated on his special 
prepossession, that he is not interested in anything else, and has no time 
to waste on it.

It will be seen, then, that although people with advanced and 
unconventional viewpoints unquestionably predominate in occult circles, 
they do so incidentally and temperamentally, and not because the occult 
doctrines are immediately concerned with politics.

Occultism and the Underworld
Apart from what might be termed the genuine and sincere association with 
occultism with subversive persons and ideas which is purely accidental, 
depending upon the fact that the same type of temperament takes to both 
lines of interest, it cannot be denied that, inextricably mixed in with the 
occult movement is a dangerous underground line of subversive activity, 
and the authorities do well to keep a watch upon it. The peculiar, and quite 
needless, secrecy observed by occultists makes the occult movement a 
very handy cloak for various activities that will not bear inspection.

Scotland Yard is quite alive to this fact, and keeps a sharp eye on all occult 
organizations in consequence. The semi-public, semi-private nature of 
their proceedings fits them singularly well to the purposes of persons whose 
activities are under surveillance in their customary haunts. Any esoteric 
organization which is asked to allow letters to be sent in its care, or to receive 
parcels from printers to be called for by private car or even to allow its 
telephone to be used by strangers, ought to be on its guard. It is an open 
secret that the letters of suspects are examined, and that their telephone 
calls are listened to; consequently it is of great importance to such persons 
to find unsuspected places where they can receive communications. There 
can very seldom be a good reason for not having letters sent to an 
accommodation address, and esoteric organizations which are complacent 
in this matter make difficulties for the whole movement.

It is a very unfortunate thing that the Theosophical Society became so 
intimately associated with Indian political activities, though injustice it 
must be said that there was probably no reaction of what extremes these 
activities would ultimately lead to. Many people in consequence look upon 
all occult movements as being tarred with the same brush, and fear that 
they will be involved in all manner of complications if they become 
associated with them, and therefore limit their studies to the theory of
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esoteric science and find no opportunity for experience of its 
practice

The Fascistically-inclined organizations of Great Britain seem to 
take the menace of subversive occultism very seriously, and to 
consider that an occult society is, ipso facto, subversive, and as 
such to be spied upon. No reasonable person should object to being 
inspected by the authorized representatives of law and order, 
because his own interests are protected in the so doing; but the 
amateur detective is an offensive nuisance, and as such, must 
expect just as short shrift as the Bolshevik.

The pan played by drug addiction in the seamy side of 
occultism has been greatly over-rated. The drugs used are of the 
vision-producing type, such as anhalonium and hashish, and these 
are not drugs of addiction in the West. In the quantities in which 
they are used for occult experiments they are unlikely to do 
permanent harm.

The drugs to which people become addicts are those which 
either produce exhilaration and immunity to fatigue, or those 
which deaden consciousness and make a troubled life more 
bearable; under neither of these headings are to be found any of 
the vision-producing drugs. No one is likely to induce vision by 
their use sufficiently frequently to run any risk of addiction; and 
in any case, anhalonium is not habit-forming

The risk to which these drugs expose those who use them is 
psychic, not physical; they may, if the experimenter is not an 
expert occultist, thoroughly competent in sealings and 
banishings, lay their user open to psychic invasion, and even 
obsession, because they open the doors of the astral to the 
unprepared consciousness, and as every swimmer knows, it is 
one thing to swim out, and another to swim back. I am not 
prepared to deny that they have a place in occult research, but 
such research should only be undertaken by those who are properly 
equipped, both as to their occult and their scientific attainments, 
and is in every way undesirable when done by those who are 
merely seeking a new thrill.

A great deal has been made by fiction writers of the Black Mass, 
which consists of desecrating by every means that an overwrought 
imagination can suggest, the sacred symbols of the Catholic faith. 
It is a procedure limited for all practical purposes to Roman 
Catholics, because, as Eliphas Levi pointed out, no one can partake 
of a Black Mass effectually who does not fervently believe in a 
White Mass. To the Nonconformist, the operations of a Black 
Mass would be senseless.

Sexual orgies have played a part in the Mysteries, and in the 
case of primitive peoples, we must not be too ready to condemn 
indiscriminately without considering the type of society in which 
they take place Civilized
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standards cannot be used to judge primitive folk living under 
entirely different conditions and codes to ourselves. These orgies 
by no means necessarily produce the degeneration that 
missionaries would have us believe They are by no manner of 
means the same thing as general sexual promiscuity, but are strictly 
limited to certain periods. A people living under natural 
conditions, in the most intimate touch with nature, and competing 
with plant and animal for the possession of the soil, has other 
social needs, and consequently other moral standards, than a 
highly organized, dense population, whose problem is to feed itself 
from a limited area. To the former, the orgies that stimulate fecundity 
may be as necessary and virtuous as the moral restraints of other 
types of society.

Nor must we make the mistake of thinking that because a race 
has either explicit or symbolic representations of the organs of 
reproduction among its sacred symbols it is necessarily 
licentious, any more than the fact that a nun is admitted to a 
religious Order with a marriage ceremony should lead us to 
suspect the same thing. Reticence in sexual questions is a matter 
of manners, not of morals.

There are truths in these things that we cannot ignore, and 
civilization is the poorer and by no means either the cleaner or the 
healthier, for ignoring them. The trouble comes, however, when 
people who are licentiously inclined use them as a justification 
and a cloak: A certain amount of this has been done, especially on 
the Continent, in the name of occultism. For the most part, 
however, the loose-living in occult circles consists in a somewhat 
freely circulating assortment of 'soul-mates! and has no more 
occult significance than similar conditions in artistic circles. No 
magical use is made of the relationships; the only occult touch 
they have lies in the finding of justification for them in past lives, 
which no one except the persons concerned takes very seriously.

Various occultists, at different times, have attempted to put into 
practice the Freudian doctrines. No one with any insight into life 
can deny that there is a very large measure of truth in these 
doctrines, and that theoretically much justification can be found 
for the doings of such initiators. The social consequences, and the 
general strain and upheaval of such methods are, however, so 
serious that, whatever one may think of them from the point of 
view of pure science, in actual practice they are better left alone 
For one thing the forces employed get out of hand extremely 
easily, and when such practices are done in group formation, the 
group-mind takes on an atmosphere much too elemental to be 
tolerated by civilized people Orgies and crude sexual magic have 
passed away from the level of consciousness at which civilized 
races function,
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just as infanticide and the despatch of the aged have passed away.
There are other, and better; methods of approaching the elemental levels 

of consciousness than these which do not belong to the Right Hand 
Path. By purely psychological methods the psychoanalyst achieves the 
same result; but it is only when the experience of the psychoanalyst 
is united to the knowledge of the esotericist that the deeper issues and 
supremest heights are reached.

At one time there was a widespread use of abnormal vice for magical 
purposes; the facts are well known and gave rise to repeated scandals. 
There is nothing to be said in mitigation of such practices; they are 
unnatural and destructive on every plane There is reason to believe, 
however, that this phase of Black Occultism has had its day and is dying 
out. The principal exponent became hopelessly insane and his example 
appears to have taught wisdom to such of his followers as had not learnt 
it from experience Nevertheless, there remains a great deal of very 
unsound teaching and practice in certain circles, which produces a rich 
crop of psycho-pathologies. Group-minds have become tainted, and 
sensitive individuals are liable to very unpleasant experiences, to much 
psychic disturbance and even to actual illness through association with 
them. The leaders of these groups are by no means given over to evil, 
but they have very little understanding of the forces with which they 
have been contacted. The repeated outbreaks of psychic trouble in their 
midst they attribute to occult attack from outside or to the retaliation 
of the forces of evil against which they are contending and do not realize 
that they are like people who have built their houses on the slopes of a 
volcano. However; it is probable that, with the breakdown of the leader 
the atmosphere will gradually clear, and that which is of value will be 
disencumbered of the many unfortunate elements that have gathered 
about it.

The 'Jewish Peril'
There has always been a strong anti-Semite feeling among the continental 
nations, though in these islands it is of a very modified type There have 
been books published recently which have set out to show that the 
revolution in Russia is the work of the Jews, and that the Jewish race 
as an organized unit, is out to destroy civilization. Among these books 
are some which attempt to prove specifically that the Jewish initiate is 
a particularly dangerous person, and that any occult movement in which 
a goodly proportion of Jews finds a place must be a particularly dangerous 
movement.
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In order to examine the rights and wrongs of this proposition we must 
first examine the basis on which it rests. What is the cause of the general 
antagonism to the Jew? Most people would say it was because they slew 
Our Lord, but the real answer to this question is probably to be found 
in the fact that there is a higher percentage of intellectual acuteness and 
ability, and a lower percentage of the martial virtues among the Jewish 
people than among most other races. This together with his racial pride 
and exclusiveness, irritates the Gentile; and as the Jew is seldom a war-
like person, the irritation can safely be given free vent Moreover; owing 
to his peculiar gift for finance, the Jew is the universal money-lender; 
and a very convenient way of putting paid to inconvenient debts is to 
have an occasional pogrom. Both parties possess strengths and 
weaknesses which makes them feared by, and yet a prey to, each other; 
such a state of affairs cannot be productive of mutual trust and good feeling

It is perfectly true that in Bolshevism, and for the matter of that, in 
anarchical circles in general, there is a high percentage of Jews. The reason 
for this is not far to seek. The Jew is an exception to the general rule 
that an idealist is never practical. When an idealistic movement wants 
an efficient organizer, it generally fails to find it among the Gentiles in 
its ranks. The Jews have been the backbone of the Bolshevist movement 
for the simple reason that the Russian, left to himself, cannot organize 
and is hopelessly impractical, therefore the Jewish element has come 
to the front. This is not peculiar to the Bolshevist movement. Peter the 
Great, when reforming the Russian administration and founding the 
state upon modem lines, found it necessary to import German 
administrators for the simple reason that then, as now, the Russians could 
not organize or administer

The Jew comes to the front in revolutionary circles, as he does in literary 
and scientific circles, owing to the high percentage of ability and 
driving-power to be found in his race Again, post hoc is not propter 
hoc.

The Jew is attracted to the Western Esoteric Tradition because it is 
based on the Qabalah, the mystical wisdom of Israel, and because his 
intellect is of a type which takes kindly to esoteric philosophy. There 
appears to be a complete lack of the mystical element in Judaism to-
day, save in relation to Jewish nationalism. For women, indeed; this is 
especially marked, for they have no place in the Jewish religion save 
as the carriers out of the Levitical customs that apply to the home This 
lack seems to be keenly felt by the more thoughtful Jew, who feels the 
need of the kind of mysticism that Christianity teaches but cannot accept 
the Christ. He, and especially she, find this mysticism in occultism
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without any exclusive religious bias, and are able to adapt it to that which 
they honour in the tradition of Israel. Consequently there are many Jews 
in Western occultism, and, as always, they come to the front because 
of their intellectual capacity and driving-force

It cannot but be obvious to anyone who looks at the matter in the 
light of history and racial psychology, that the Jewish race, as a race, has 
more to lose than any other by social upheaval and disorder, for they 
are the money-lenders of the world, and the first thing any nation does 
after a revolution is to wipe out back debts, both private and national. 
The Jewish race are, moreover, non-military; not that there are not 
individual fighting-men among the Jews, as the history of pugilism shows, 
but their peculiar religious tenets as applied to social customs make an 
army very difficult, if not impossible, to organize Upon one occasion 
Jerusalem was stormed because the Jews would not work at its defences 
on the Sabbath.

There is no question, however, but that men of Jewish race have played 
an important part in determining the course of history by giving or 
withholding the sinews of war from bellicose monarchs and governments. 
This, however, has not been a matter of organized national policy, but 
of personal speculation and venture, at any rate since governments have 
ceased to force the Jew to lend money upon the security of his own 
back teeth. It is noteworthy that the record of the Jewish statesman is 
singularly clean; he serves the nation of his adoption with a single-minded 
integrity and conspicuous ability.

The Jew has always been prominent in Western occultism; in fact he 
was for centuries its only guardian, for the Church put down all 
speculation and experiment in spiritual things with a firm hand. The 
Qabalah has been the chief outlet for the spiritually-minded Jew who 
found phylacteries barren things; and the Qabalah has ceremonial magic 
and a highly technical psychism as its practical applications. In Israel 
is to be found the fountainhead of the Western Tradition; in fact Western 
occultists need to have a working knowledge of the elements of the 
Hebrew language in order to disentangle the barbarous jargon of 
dog-Hebrew which is the heritage of unscholary lodges.

The fanatic, who has got it firmly fixed in his head that the Jewish 
race is bent upon the destruction of all social order, looks upon it as 
one of the clearest proofs of the guilt of occultism that a Jewish element 
and influence is to be found therein. May we remind them, however, 
that the same may be said of Christianity, which has its cultural roots 
in Judaism. From the historical point of view, Abraham rather than Peter
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holds the keys of heaven for the Western world.
Esoteric tradition admits of no exclusiveness; it is the very essence 

of its spirit that it blasphemes no God that has been hallowed by man’s 
devotion. It sees all religions as the expressions of man’s spirit rather 
than the personal revelation of a jealous God to His chosen people It 
suffers from neither superstitious awe nor bigoted feat When asked to 
take sides in any acrimonious dispute concerning ultimate rights and 
wrongs it says, A plague on both your houses! The way of God is the 
way of the Lightning flash, zigzagging between the Pillars, and the place 
of equilibrium is in the central point of the Central Pillar.



11. Esoteric
Glossary

Teaching on esoteric subjects contains so many vaguely defined terms 
that it is advisable that those studying in our group should know more 
precisely what we mean when we use certain of the key-words. Indeed, 
in some of our earlier papers the meaning is not always as clear as it 
might be, as some time elapsed (as usually happens) before the need 
for these definitions became evident. We do not legislate for other groups 
but the definitions we give are in line with the principles behind our 
teaching and have now been shown by experience to be sound; it does 
not follow, however, that esoteric publications in general use the terms 
in exactly these meanings and, in fact, the same word with slightly varying 
signficances may sometimes be found in the same publication, making 
it necessary for the serious reader to be wary lest he gain a false impression, 
if indeed, the authors knew exactly the impression they wished to give 
The words we have in mind are set out below and in some instances 
information on the subjects is added.
The Logos is used as meaning the Solar Logos, the God of our Solar System. 
The God of the Cosmos we describe as The First Manifest. The 
Manus are primarily 'ethnological' leaders on the Inner Planes of the 
great Root-Races. They depicted in themselves some great Idea or 
Principle which was behind the esoteric mission of their Root-Race There 
is more than one type of Manu. The Manu of a Race is also the prototype 
or the Ideal Man of a Race, and in this connection the syllable 'MAN' in 
certain languages can be of extreme antiquity and significance The 
Manus are of the First Three Swarms—Lords of Flame, Form and 
Mind-but not all of these Lords are Manus; the Manus are indeed of 
Archangelic type with a 'multiple Ego! This is the nearest 
approximation in words to these great Beings. Their 'personalized' 
forms, however, appeared in 'humanized guise!
The Masters are the perfected beings of the human evolution who guide 
mankind and perform certain other work rather than 'enter into their
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rest'; they are of various types and grades. They do not become 
'Lords of Humanity' (see Cosmic Doctrine) until they have 
passed beyond all that is now known as humanity—even as no 
grade is established until the next is entered upon.
The Divine Spark may be thought of as the 'outer' aspect of the 
Cosmic Atom stamped with the Logoidal Impress. Until a high 
grade is attained it may be considered for all practical purposes as 
being the Cosmic Atom— the immortal part of each one of us, 
rooted in the Great Unmanifest, of the same essence as the Logoi, 
but vastly junior in development, etc. The Individuality or Higher 
Self is the unit of an evolution, consisting of the bodies of the 
highest three planes (using a seven plane system) organized 
around the Divine Spark.
The Lower Self, Personality, or Projection' is the unit of an 
incarnation consisting of the 'bodies' of the four lower planes (in a 
seven plane system). Its experiences are absorbed in essence after 
physical death by the Higher Self but this alone does not determine 
the next Projection as the Higher Self has phases of development 
between incarnations—based largely on pre-incamatory (or 
involutionary) experiences which also influence the next 
Projection.
The Soul is one of the words most frequently used with differing 
meanings. We use it as signifying the inner aspects of the 
Personality plus the outer aspects of the Higher Self. It is, in fact, the 
unit of evolution up to a certain point (beyond Chesed).2 The 
Personality aspects of it are (or should be) absorbed in essence by 
the Higher Self at death and the soul itself conditioned thereby for 
its next incarnation. (This is capable of much wider exposition.) It 
can be considered as the vehicle of evolving man as far as the Abyss 
on the Tree of Life and its state at death and after has much to do 
with the next Personality projected by the Higher Self. Certain 
'pathologies' of an esoteric nature affecting future incarnations are 
possible from wrong actions and attitudes of mind by it during 
incarnation and after death.
Root-Races can be used for the original Race from which spring the 
sub-Races. It often refers to the seven great divisions of the 
Atlantean Race and these racial prototypes were further 
developed in the post-diluvian world into the main racial 
'families' as known exoterically. As a term 'Root-Race' can also 
refer to the four colour divisions of mankind, and also to the five 
stages of human evolution on this globe—i.e the

1 The Society of the Inner Light now uses the terms Evolutionary 
Personality and Incarnationary Personality, respectively.

2 On the Tree of Life of the Qabalah
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Hyperborean, the Lemurian, the Atlantean, etc. The colour 
divisions and stages of human evolution also had Manus for there 
are many types of Manu. The White Race contains not only the 
most evolved—the Aryan—but also the Semites who were 
intended to bring yet another Ideal to the White Race Thus did 
the Manu Melchizedek prepare the way for Jesus the Christ and 
thus did the idea of a Messiah become grafted on to the Semitic 
Tradition. (In the background of all this is a connection with the 
Holy Grail.) Behind the secret history of Israel moves the 
Archetypal Priest of the Atlantean-Semitic Root-Race; and 
owing to certain Atlantean errors the Jewish section of this Race 
have brought this Archetype to the West without themselves 
being fitted to use it, save for small groups. This is the 'Curse of 
the Jews' and dates from long before the birth of Jesus, though 
had they accepted him much would have been mitigated. Their 
theocracy should have grown into a World-State, but they would 
not share with others.

The Manus of certain Root-Races are known traditionally and 
some are enumerated:

RAMA was the Manu of the Aryan Race
MELCHIZEDEK was the Manu of the Chaldean and early 

Semitic Races in addition to his Atlantean connection.
NARADA was the Manu of the First Atlantean Race
ASURAMAYA was a Manu of an earlier Lemurian Race 

which had mingled with the early Atlanteans, and he 'lived' 
in Atlantis in these earliest days. He was the 'teacher of the 
starry wisdom' to the antediluvian world as was 
Melchizedek to the post-diluvial, and was the first 
astronomer In Atlantis he worked with and under Narada. 
Euclid—who is a Lord of one of the Wisdom aspects of the 
Western Tradition (see 'Esoteric Orders') was not only a 
great human teacher but also had on the Inner Planes an 
aspect manifesting a direct 'beam' from Asuramaya 
(somewhat analogous but less in degree and origin, to the 
manifesting of the Christ by the Lord Jesus), which was 
more than an 'overshadowing! This subject is too complex 
for further reference here

The Semites were meant to be 'Priests of the Most High’ but 
only a small section in a later evolution achieved this in a minor 
way. The Aryans were Magi and Colonizers.
The Archetypes art original patterns or models of a Divine Idea. 
Such archetypal (or archetypical) patterns are manifested in 
various ways:
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(1) Through the Divine or superhuman Instructors of certain races 
or nations on whose lives are based the dramatized rituals and the 
initiations of the various Mysteries. 

(2) Through non-human forms belonging to pre-terrestrial and pre-
human types of development such as 

(a) The Signs of the Zodiac (in their actual, not anthropomorphized, 
form) 

(b) macrocosmic symbols related to the microcosm and based 
upon the Essential Forces of the Universe such as geometric and phallic 
ideographs of primary importance These have passed into the human 
mind and emerge in dream symbolism but they are older than the 
human mind. 

The traditional names of great archetypal figures are often racial 
memories of (1) ie. of the Instructors—and belong to the different phases 
of evolution passed through by their groups; they originated with some 
shadowy teacher who had in ancient times guided some particular group. 
They should not be confused with the archetypal force of a Manu who 
worked upon the collective main 'family' of the whole race of which 
the group was a part. For example, Rama was the great Leader of the 
Aryan Race but Orpheus, Osiris, Isis, Odin, Merlin, etc., were Instructors 
of certain Aryan groups and ancestral memories of them passed into 
some of the gods and heroes of those groups. For, though some of the 
gods are 'natural forces' others are memories of prehistoric teachers. 
Facial Angels are high beings of the Archangelic or Anglic Hierarchy 
appointed since the beginning of the world as guardians of certain groups; 
they might be described as 'personalized principles of Archetypal Fire' 
who worked first with the Manus and then, on the withdrawal of the 
latter, continued in contact with the world as guardians of these principles 
and of the forces surrounding their 'earthing' (or establishing in Malkuth). 
Such a being is referred to in the Biblical phrase 'the Prince of the Powers 
of Persia', a great Racial Angel of a former period. Racial Angels guide 
races to the territory where they shall take root and as long as a nation 
remains sufficiently strong (in many senses of that word) the Angel is 
as its Higher Self so to speak. When that nation decays to such an extent 
that real contact with the Angel is not possible the Angel withdraws to a 
nation more capable of expressing the inner Principle he represents. 
Such Angels will incorporate in their 'realm' lesser tribal beings of other 
nations which become deeply integrated—by conquest or otherwise— 
with the original territory. The subject is very complex but will repay study;
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conquest on the physical plane does not always triumph over a nation. 
Anima and Animus. These psychological terms are well defined in text-
books and reference should be made to such books—such reference is 
especially needed for psychological expressions, many of which are already 
used widely and inaccurately. All that need be said here is that Jung should 
be read with great attention since it is probable he knew more than he 
cared to express plainly. When integration with the Higher Self draws near 
it is possible that 'anima' or 'animus' may give place to ideal figures of the 
same sex as the Personality and such figures may even be foreshadowed 
at a much earlier stage in sensitive people in the higher emotional states.

The Shadow—The Dweller on the Threshold
The 'Shadow' of Jungian psychology should not be confused with the 
'Dweller on the Threshold! The Shadow represents the subconscious 
material of the present incarnation, of one life only, though, naturally, 
it is affected by previous lives. The 'Facing of the Shadow' implies the 
realization of the reality of the subconscious mind and the acceptance 
of material often at variance with that of the conscious mind. It occurs, 
therefore, at a comparatively early stage in the integration 
process-corresponding on the Tree of Life to the 32nd Path (the Well) and 
to Yesod.

The 'Dweller on the Threshold' as used in our terminology represents 
the entire past of the individual, all that has gone to make him what 
he is. It is, therefore, the aggregate of all his 'Shadows'. The 'Facing of 
the Dweller on the Threshold' is the confrontation with the entire past 
and calls for the full acceptance of that past and of all that has gone 
to make the individual what he now is. It occurs at a late stage in the 
integration process. On the Tree of Life it would correspond with a 
Chesedic initiation whose realizations are completed in Da’ath where 
'Past becomes Present'. The full implication of the 'Dweller on the 
Threshold' is probably not explicitly set out in psychological writings. 
It should be noted that the integration here referred to is not the minor 
one (so to speak) of Tiphareth but a much more complete one which 
is nowhere fully treated of in published material as far as we know.

The Dweller on the Threshold' may be seen in vision by those who 
have such experiences and should not be mistaken for an angelic or 
Elemental figure of the usual type It is a manifestation of the aggregate 
debt in a personalized form or may arise from an awareness of that debt, 
the forms varying in accordance with the nature of the debt. This Vision' 
or 'awareness' must be encountered before the really deep integration 
and more advanced spiritual progress can be made It is possible that it
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will absorb the unregenerate side of the Personality (the 'renegade' image 
or aspect), and something approaching this modem teaching was depicted 
by the Egyptians in their figure of 'The Eater of Hearts! Terrible as can be 
the Dweller on the Threshold to confront, it is yet only an 'averse' aspect 
of the Higher Self ('potentially', or 'unabsorbed') and can have something 
Divine in its appearance for it is connected with the suffering of the Higher 
Self which 'becomes sin to redeem its projections—a consideration which 
merits deep meditation. In short, the Dweller on the Threshold is the 
sum-effect of the individual's past lives, his own averse character rising 
out of him into seemingly independent life

The Masters (further to previous reference) Just as at certain 
periods the esoteric work and position of individuals in incarnation are 
assessed so is the work of the Hierarchy assessed in its relation to the 
Greater Whole It should be clearly understood that a Master is one 
whose function relates to the Solar Logoidal evolution and the Masters 
should be realized for what they are and their type of functional power 
understood. In order to function fully in the Solar Logoidal evolution 
much Cosmic growth has to be made—the 'Stellar Initiations' in all 
their gradations must be completed. Racial Symbols—Animal. The 
Race-Soul exudes an 'influence' based on an aspect of its character and this 
'influence' can assume an etheric form; it is a kind of' totem! As the Race 
develops this becomes one of its especial symbols. The symbol of Britain 
in this respect—originally of both Celts and Saxons—is a White Horse 
The Lion as a symbol is not so early in origin nor so important being 
of Norman and heraldic derivation. The White Horse is a very ancient 
symbol and, if considered as a development of the Eo-Hippos has 
contact with Atlantis. No special posture—such as 'rampant', 
etc.—is prescribed.

Archetypal Forms and Psychology (see also above) It is possible, for 
convenience in use, to divide types of Archetypal Forms into: (1) The 
Macrocosmic Archetypes such as the Gods which are 
'personalizations' of great macrocosmic forces, (2) The Microcosmic 
Archetypes dealt with in modem psychology which are personalizations 
of the macrocosm in the soul of man. The Microcosmic 
Archetypes-such as the Father, Mother, Magician, Wise Woman, 
etc.—represent the linking of the developing soul with certain lines of 
force' in the macrocosm, or, in other words, the bringing of the 
manhood to God or the gods. (In this way behind the Masters is the 
Supernal Force that
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may be described as 'The Great Sacrifice' and which is linked with the 
Sacrificed God of the Tree of Life.)

In addition to the Archetypes here mentioned there exist what might 
be called 'complementary forms' of various aspects of the Microcosm, 
such as the Angel, the Daemon, etc., and the distressing type of Magical 
Body ensouled with Elemental essence variously called the 'Dweller on 
the Threshold', and the 'Evil Genius'. It is possible for these to represent 
whole groups or families but detailed discussion of them here would 
be too long and difficult for a paper like this; the psychological term 
of 'the Renegade Aspect' or the psyche is applicable to them. The 
Contrasexuai Image. This is a well-known psychological 
phenomenon; when recognized for what it truly is it can be a special 
link between the Personality and the Higher Self, being an aspect of the 
Angel of the Pillar opposite to the physical sex—that is female for the 
Silver Pillar, male for the Black Pillar (These Pillars refer to the composite 
glyph of the Tree of Life and the Pillars—a Qabalistic symbol.)

Notes on the Grail and Kindred Symbolism
Contacts and power from the Inner Planes are received on the physical 
plane either through a group or through an individual who passes on 
to a group his own contacts made on their behalf. The former method 
was the basis of the Old Testament Grail—the Ark, the latter was the 
basis of the New Testament Grail—the Cup or Chalice Both these  
receptacles have become symbols, as have other forms of such 
receptacles—the Dish, the Bowl, the Stone Before these became symbols 
they were facts. The Ark actually held a substance of the Inner Planes 
which made a direct contact between God and the Group. In Atlantis 
the Cup or Bowl was the Moon-Bowl (of the old Moon and the earliest 
stages of mankind) in which was a substance in actual contact with the 
Supernal. These 'substances' are Mysteries and, indeed, a version of what 
in far later days was known as 'the Real Presence' and from memories of 
them have been developed the sacramental rites of various creeds. The 
finding of the Cup which had been withdrawn from man because of his 
sins is behind the Grail legend in which the Cup of the actual contact with
the Innermost rather than the Cup as a symbol of that contact 
appeared to certain persons. There are endless possibilities in meditation 
on this theme but much can be pieced together from what has already 
been said. We think of Melchizedek bringing back the sacramental symbol 
to Abraham; that his home was on Venus-Lucifer and that there is an old 
legend that the Grail was fashioned from an emerald fallen from Lucifer's
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crown. The Cup, however; was the ancient Atlantean contact with God 
stored within the 'Moon-Bowl'-it did not hold 'wine' in the literal sense 
The Lord Jesus (a 'high-priest after the Order of Melchizedek') re-instituted 
it (as at their own levels did such saviours as Orpheus, Mithra, etc.). Behind 
all this is the secret history of Israel in the background of which moves 
the Archetypal Priest of the Semitic Atlantean Root-Race

Sundry Notes on Astrology
1. The Zodiac comes under the influence of the (12) Cosmic Rays, and 

the true Zodiacal influence upon the human being dates not from that 
operating at the moment of the birth-date of his present incarnation but 
from the Cosmic 'groupings' in action at the time when the Divine Spark 
coming down the planes (see 'Cosmic Doctrine') was impressed with some 
special Zodiacal force This force, if truly discerned, would be apparent 
in the astrological positions of each incarnation—also it would be possible 
to make of the individual influences at work on the Spirit a calculation 
somewhat analogous to that of the Precession of the Equinoxes at work 
on the Sun; the subject is difficult and calls for expert and specialized 
knowledge Each Divine Spark is respectively influenced by one of the 
twelve great Concepts of Truth' which are behind the twelve Great Rays. 
This is the real fundamental astrology which covers an evolution. The 
working of the Lesser Zodiac during one incarnation is trivial by 
comparison, though its understanding can be very helpful. 

2. The Zodiac is not so much an imaginary belt as 'zones' or 'rays' of 
influence touching the Earth at certain seasons. It is best considered in 
sets of four constellations. The three modes of force—Cardinal, Fixed, 
Mutable—refer to the three Rays of Life; there are three sets of these balanced 
with the Three Rays of Destruction. Each Zodiacal mode is aligned with 
one of these Rays of Life The Rays of Life and the Zodicacal Signs equated 
with them vary with each evolution: the Four Holy Creatures of the present 
evolution did not rank as such before this evolution—despite the influences 
they shed. In the next evolution the four 'Mutable' Signs will be 'holy! The 
Signs of the Zodiac are the mystical basis of the Cosmos. 

3. The sun's passage through the Zodiac resembles the 'gathering of 
the limbs of Osiris', that is to say the building into the Individuality of the 
experiences gained from the various incarnations. These may be 
considered in one way as 'types of evolution' on the Path. Arthur's knights, 
the Twelve Apostles, and similar groupings may be thought of as allegorical 
figures in this way as well as historical facts in some instances. 

If we regard the Sun-power in the horoscope as having the four aspects
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of horizon, zenith, sunset, and nadir, and as acting through not only 
the solar Sign itself and that on the ascendant but also through whatever 
Sign or Planet is on the cusp of the 10th, 7th, and 4th Houses respectively, 
we find that this is reflected in the initiate's horoscope by the four great 
Egyptian aspects—Ra, Osiris, Turn, Khepra. The Sun itself is a reflection 
of Sirius; Venus eventually is transcended in Sothis (Sirius) the home 
of Isis.

4. Evolutionary changes are already beginning in the Cosmic spheres. 
Towards the end of an Evolution (covering a vast expanse of time) form 
itself begins to alter—as happened at the end of the Atlantean Age At 
such a time great Cosmic Beings take over from those previously in charge 
and the 'outer' conditions of earth and man begin to change, largely 
because of 'rays' or 'influences' from distant stellar forces coming into 
operation.

Higher/Lower Self Contacting and Martyrdom
The Higher Self contacts the Lower Self in many ways. At first, contacts 
are rare and for the 'once-born' may happen only once or twice in a 
lifetime showing as an intuitive awareness before some important event. 
A martyr is always an initiate in some degree even without any esoteric 
experience or training: in such a type a very deep conviction may be 
sent down by the Higher Self which must be acted on at all costs by 
the Lower Self even if suffering and death result. The Higher Self is not, 
of course, concerned with what the Lower Self understands as the rights 
of religion or politics but is occupied with some karmic matter to be 
adjusted by the Lower Self s death or by some motive arising out of Cosmic 
Law quite unknown to the Lower Self, veiled behind some doctrine or 
concept. The martyr may well seal with his blood a cause of which in 
the Lower Self he is quite unaware

The Glyph of the Crucifixion (considered from two aspects)
1. A most important symbol is that of The World-Soul and its 

Crucifixion. Our Lord 'concreted' or 'earthed' this glyph in his type of 
death. The World-Soul, however, is crucified on the Cross of the Elements, 
a cross which is continually expanding its arms through evolutionary 
development and, in material matters, through scientific research. The 
Elemental Cross has to reach its utmost limits of expansion in the present 
world and at the same time have each arm in perfect balance with the 
others. The macrocosmic Mother of Sorrows and the Great Teacher on 
either side of the World-Soul on the Elemental Cross make up this great
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glyph. Microcosmically these are represented by Our Lady and St John 
on either side of the Cross of Calvary. Thus the 'dark aspect' of Binah 
(Ama) is a standing figure (the 'white aspect', Aima, is a seated figure). 
The hymn 'Stabat Mater Dolorosa! is very significant for it is in form and 
force a Binah' rite, even to its three-fold rhyming structure

Sorrow in the macrocosm implies realization of the Great Law, but in the 
microcosm it implies non-realization. Nevertheless, the deeper the capacity 
for feeling sorrow, the deeper is the realization eventually achieved.

2. The Universe is a Logoidal thought-form and its development is 
the unfolding as it were, of a dream of God. Even as with man's dreams 
the Supernal Dream is 'interpreted' through a cypher of conditions 
analogous with what men call symbols. The cypher of this world is best 
described as a Figure on a Cross. The Logos is aware of Its creation in a 
a summarized form which gradually unfolds its meaning: Images such 
as this may be called Arch-Archetypes'. It does not greatly matter what 
name is given to the World-Symbol. It may be termed 'Spirit crucified on 
Matter', or 'Man on the Cross of the Elements', and may be aligned with 
the historic event near Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago. Such a Symbol 
is bound eventually to become esoterically connected with each one who 
achieves in this Evolution. The achievement is first made through a 
Redeemer who brings The Image to Malkuth; it is finally made by the 
individual in an individual sense On each side of the World-Soul stands 
a figure—one is of the Virgin-Mother who brings forth in sorrow both to 
generation and regeneration, the other is the Mind of the World-Soul who 
watches beside it to give it courage and help and is the symbol of the Guides 
and Masters. Christian history has taken Our Lady and St John as the 
representatives of a vast Cosmic glyph which existed before Time 
Nevertheless these representatives, being aligned with the glyph in Time, 
become themselves 'glyphs of the glyph!

The coming of the Cosmic Christ in the Aquarian Age, the return of the 
redeemed 'Merlin; Arthur', and the Arthurian Figures in the Racial spheres 
refer to the time when man himself will take on the remains of his karma 
not dealt with by the last Great Redeemer. This individual karma—be it 
understood the least part of the karma—must be fully realized in order 
that it may be abreacted. Our Lord took on himself what may be described 
as the 'mass disbalance' of the whole Evolution and the aspects of individual 
sin which were clogging the Machinery of the Universe The weight of 
million of years of sin was, therefore, laid on the Divine Scapegoat who

' See Tree of Life.
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abreacted it in the short time we know of. This achievement shows the 
vast importance of realization compared with the relatively slight value 
of time itself. It is vitally important to understand what REALIZATION 
is and that it has little connection with physical plane timing True 
realization in its myriad degrees of intensity implies some measure of 
definite abreaction of karma and the rending of the Veil between man 
and his Cosmic origin; this Veil was interposed in the Lemurian Age 
by the Lemurian Sin. Before this Sin and the differentiation of the sexes 
in evolution the human being consisted of the Higher Self in touch with 
the Divine Spark; there was no Personality as we now know it. The first 
'projections' from the Higher Self as we now understand them were 
evolved around the 'Ego' created as a result of the Lemurian Shadow.

Notes on Madness, Lemurian Sin, etc.
The Aquarian attitude towards madness will be very different from the 
Piscean which has been accompanied by so much shame and 
embarrassment. It has been considered a terrible thing to have a member 
of the family in an asylum, but in the Aquarian Age far more people 
will be treated openly in mental hospitals and many will go there of 
their own free-will. Healing in the Aquarian Age will be more directed 
to mental conflicts and troubles rather than physical disease This is 
connected with the beginning of the final dissolution of the separateness 
of the 'Ego' and with the right understanding of the Ring-Chaos.' Madness 
implies a refusal to accept the reality of the Ring-Chaos as a thrust-block, 
and the denial of the need to accept and seek Change It is a very severe 
visitation of the forces of the Holy Third Sephirah (Binah) for the forces 
of the Dark Mother (Ama) and of the Ring-Chaos are one The dissolution 
of the Ego is the Third Birth and involves an esoteric, deliberate and 
fully-controlled 'going out of one's mind' into the Cosmic Whole Any 
refusal to accept the dissolution of the Ego will entail mental disorder 
for, at that stage, if the Ego is not obedient to evolutionary Law it could 
become so inflated that it would burst its boundaries involuntarily and 
out of all conscious control. It might be said that the difference between 
madness and the Third Birth is that in madness the Ego bursts its 
boundaries involuntarily, and in the Third Birth the Ego with knowledge 
and dedication is consciously dissolved—there is a conscious deliberate 
'rending of the Veil' and the adept takes up his work as an evolved pan 
of the Greater Whole 'individual' but not 'separate!

The 'Lemurian Shadow' was fundamentally the 'Sin of Separateness'.
' See The Cosmic Doctrine.
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In the beginning it was intended that evolution should proceed by the 
experience of differentiation as a result of the epigenetic factors in the 
Atoms (using the terminology of the 'Cosmic Doctrine'), but the result 
of the Lemurian Sin was the separation of the Higher Self from the lower 
vehicles and physical form, having, as one of the many bad results, the 
loss of memory of the higher states of consciousness. The Divine Spark 
(or Logoidal Consciousness) could not prevent this as it cannot upon 
its own plane provide the formative aspect needed for manifestation. 
The physical plane manifestation, therefore, developed 'Ego' 
consciousness—the consciousness of a separate being. If there had been 
'differentiation, and not 'separation' the resulting consciousness would 
have been that of 'individualization': much lies in the understanding 
and realization of the difference between what would have been the 
'individualization-consciousness' and what is the 'ego-consciousness', 
or 'separation-consciousness'. Man must eventually achieve 
'individualization-consciousness' in which the Divine Spark, Higher Self 
and Lower Self will all be in harmonious function and the consciousness 
of the body of Malkuth be recognized for what it really is, a cell in the 
body of the 'Earth Mother! A basic problem of the human evolution 
as the result of the 'Fall' is the conflict in the individual between the 
Elemental and Spiritual aspects of the One Life In its severest forms 
this conflict leads to a kind of schizophrenia in which the Elemental 
life of the person becomes quite a separate existence from the spiritual.

Note. This subject is a very deep and difficult one The language used 
and the ideas conveyed are as it were 'approximations'; that is to say 
they are intended to lead to an understanding of the subject rather than 
to give hard and fast definitions. These remarks apply also to the Glyph 
of the Crucifixion. Generally speaking such teachings of the Tradition are 
given to help the mind on to its own conclusions and realizations. Pan 
as a Symbol. The 'Great God Fan' in the final understanding of him, is a 
Chokmah figure in the Solar-Logoidal System. He is a symbol that bears 
relation to the symbol of 'the-Serpent-that-holds-his-tail-in-his-mouth! 
In the Great God Fan lies the understanding both of the beginning and 
ending of the sex-force He represents the 'rousing of Kundalini' and he 
also represents that force used in the service of the higher magic of wisdom. 
Yet any figure that represents the beginning and the end conjoined is still 
a symbol and must eventually fade out to give place to Reality. The Reality 
of the Great God Fan can be nothing less than a pan of the Solar Logos.

The saying 'all the gods are one god and all the goddesses are one 
goddess and there is one Initiator' should be constantly worked on. The
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'one Initiator' is increasing realization as a result of the increasing integration 
of Higher Self and Personality which leads on to the 'Empty Room' in Daath. 
Therefore in varying degrees and upon different levels all gods and god-
desses represent aspects of the One God which is both 'male' and 'female! 
Byron. Non-human Forces sometimes overshadow humans and bring 
in influences of other Racial Groups than that of those humans. The 
various Racial Groups differ in their influences, hence the different types 
of Elementals 'seen' in various countries. Byron is an illustration of one 
influenced by Forces of more than one Racial Group. In addition he 
had a daemonic form of 'daimon’ overshadowing his Higher Self and 
this daimon had no opportunity in that incarnation of manifesting save 
mainly through the intellect. The revolutionary forces at work in Byron's 
day were able to use this dynamic daimon to some extent but more 
than half remained unexpressed. Thus there is a sense of something 
'tearing itself to pieces' all the time and having to do all it could with 
the utmost urgency since time was short (The poet died at the age of 36.) 
Form (In Binah and Yesod). Binah represents the concept behind the 
Form and its Archangel represents the Intelligence behind Form, 'the 
Formless Builder of Form' working behind both the Dark and Bright 
Aspects. Yesod represents the etheric mesh of Form. Healing and the 
Four Elements. The Aquarian Age is especially concerned with 
Air-healing' through the use of the human mind and certain Forces of 
Air—hence Steiner's references to the value of the mistletoe, which is an 
Air symbol. In this Age in addition to the special Air aspect the healing 
values of all Four Elements should be re-established and the power of each 
be realized. In each Element there are harmful as well as healing Forces. 
The great healers of former Ages worked mainly through a certain 'ray' 
of the Sun and upon different levels of that ray. Our Lord used this solar 
ray by bringing it down through himself on to others. Other solar healers 
used another level of this ray and brought it into contact with the patient's 
Higher Self whence it approached his Personality; they were not, of course, 
able to contact it in the major degree of force used by Our Lord. 
Archetypes (refer also to previous notes). It must be remembered that 
Archetypes, though possessing a certain defined aspect of force, work in 
phases. Thus the three great Logoidal Aspects (Love, Wisdom, Power) 
work each in three phases. For example, the Wisdom Aspect works 
through Wisdom-wisdom, Wisdom-power Wisdom-love In the 
development of an initiate there may at times appear to be a retrogression 
to a type of manifestation which was thought to have been left behind, 
but what really happens is that during initiatory development each Path
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is retraced upon a higher arc. Thus an archetypal force may again take 
up the work of past years but upon a higher level. The lower curve of 
a new spiral of evolution corresponds with the ascending curve of 
the previous spiral. The Watchman (or Watcher on the Tower) is 
an archetypal figure sometimes used from the Inner Planes to help 
the soul to realize its true destiny. It represents the eternal 
indestructible pan of each one—linking the Higher Self with the 
Divine Spark. It recognizes only Reality and therefore its actions 
seek to destroy all that hinders realization of a soul's destiny. The 
temporal part of each one is ultimately destroyed because it is 
unrecognized by the Watchman. He is a figure of Eternity, 
immovable, unchanging, belonging to the Past, Present and Future, 
making them one He is a Daath figure, related to the Abstract Mind 
and Causative Planes. Horus is sometimes called the Lord of the 
Aquarian Age He is a winged complete being containing within 
himself his lather Osiris and his mother Isis. Isis and Osiris were 
one being in primeval days and later split into two. Their son 
represents each on the new arc—joined once more into one being 
Thus Isis and Osiris represent the primal good Lemurian Age and 
Horus represents the completed Aquarian version of that Age 
raised to a spiritual level—hence the wings. Earth-bound Souls. 
Earth-bound souls can, broadly, be divided into two types.

1. The type of soul who, by reason of karmic implications, has 
strong contact with Earth conditions.

In the phase following physical death, such a type can easily be 
drawn back because the 'earth' vibrations are stronger than the 
spiritual body of the soul until after the lapse of a certain amount 
of time in which the spiritual body can be built up for activity on 
the higher and more subtle planes. This is one of the reasons why 
'angels' attend at a man’s death—they protect him during the 
phase of adjustment to the new conditions, their vibrations help 
him to move into a 'new mansion

If the soul is drawn back it is usually due to weakness in the 
ethical nature or to a swamping by the earth forces due to special 
evolutionary, karmic factors in which it is involved—often in 
relation to others who still remain on the physical plane Such 
souls are always helped on the Inner Planes by more evolved 
human beings as well as by angels.

2 The strong type of soul who, to suit his own convenience, 
wills to remain as close as possible to earth conditions, refusing 
to undergo the subjective experiences which will build up the 
spiritual body.

This type of soul realizes that without 'a body' the forces will 
begin to disintegrate, to diffuse and that this will mean destruction 
to his way
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of life He therefore puts up a tremendous fight, causing what is known 
as 'haunting', and can, in order to maintain himself, use obsession of 
animals and creatures of lower development It is necessary for the Adept: 
to deal with such cases for the 'will' of a man is involved. If a case were 
so severe that the 'will' had to be broken the result would be disintegration 
of the human soul; the Adepti work to change the 'will' if at all possible 
The unpleasant, frightening and sometimes dangerous symptoms of 
haunting are due to the fact that by virtue of his higher grade this departed 
human being can. for a certain period of time—until the higher Cosmic 
forces have built up a wall of pressure to prevent this—manipulate and 
control the vibrations of the 'earth' or of a lower type of being

An Inner Plane Adept is handicapped in his work on this type of 
condition by not having a physical form to work with or through, because 
the higher forces, which are being brought down to build up the wall of 
pressure that will effectively seal the soul off from the earth contacts, 
need to be 'earthed' through a physical form. Otherwise the wall, however 
strong lacks roots and the earth-bound soul of great strength will 
overthrow it. Also, a haunting is fed by fear For these reasons, the Adepti 
need in such work the strong Adept on the Physical Plane of 
compassionate understanding The Adepti on the Inner Plane deal with 
the Cosmic forces and the Individuality of the man; the Physical Plane 
Adept's co-operation is needed on the lower levels of the Earth's forces 
and the Personality of the man involved. If properly understood, such 
work has a regenerative effect on all who are in any way involved. The 
Earth and Venus. The Earth was 'incarnated' in the sphere of Venus at a 
very early phase Consequently there is a contact between Venus and 
Earth.

Netzach has the Rose and the Lamp—two great Rosicrucian symbols— 
as its own, also it has the girdle or zone Netzach has far more significance 
than as the sphere of romance Here are found three symbols used by the 
Rosicrucians, and here is the sphere from which the great Manu brought 
the three gifts to man.

The zone or girdle holds an inner significance of the Earth's contact with 
Venus. (The legend of the girdle of Ishtar—the last possession that the goddess 
was called on to surrender in the Underworld during her search for 
Tammuz—must have had deep spiritual meaning)

The Earth contacted deep spiritual awareness during her Venus phase 
and from Venus spiritual teaching came to Earth in her present phase, through 
the Manu Melchizedek. Among the three Netzach symbols in the Mystical 
Qabalah and those three gifts of the Manu there is an inner alignment of



meaning though not of form; the Lamp is thus aligned with 
Asbestos, for only when a man can withstand spiritual Fire and 
Water may he hold that Lamp in his hand. This is the sphere that 
contains the Lamp which holds and shows forth the Flame The 
Flame is drawn from Chokmah and fanned by Geburah but 
shown to the Earth by Netzach. Netzach is, in one tradition, the 
source of the Grail—the emerald which fell from Lucifer's crown 
as he came to Earth. Astrology. (1). It is said that the first 
formative forces streamed upon the Earth from the eye of the 
Constellation of Taurus—associated with Aldebaran. 

(2). In the earliest Lemurian days certain Adepti came to Earth 
from the planet Jupiter which contains a 'secret scheme' 
connected with the Earth. Racial Forces. In this Age, all Racial 
forces are undergoing changes; Racial Angels themselves are 
being influenced from more remote spheres by other Cosmic 
Beings. 

When a man reincarnates, the Race to which he is sent is by no 
means a matter of chance, for the different lessons necessary and 
the different Karmic details to be worked out cannot always be 
found in the Race to which there may be a natural gravitation 
from past lives. In this fact we may find an understanding of 'the 
traitor', the 'aggressive pacifist' and such figures who have had, 
probably in the 1st incarnation, links with a Race which at that 
time were legitimate, but now may be out of place The unevolved 
man is often swayed to some extent by his former Racial Angel. 
The more evolved man realizes that his duty is to his present 
Racial Angel but his past life may enable him to handle 'enemy' 
force in wartime with special skill. 

Races nowadays are less defined through blood: they tend to be 
in categories of language, blood being more and more mixed. 
The influences of the territory upon which a Race was first settled 
continue as a subconscious element however or, to put it 
differently people of the same language fall heir to the forces of 
the land in which the language matured. The blood-bond 
represents the Element of Fire, to which indeed Racial Angels 
also belong The language-bond represents the Element of Air 
There is much to be learnt of this in the study of the occultism of 
speech. As time proceeds, we shall tend to draw back to one 
Root-Race and Europe is now tending towards this (and Britain is 
included). The Russian Race tends to the East and to join up once 
more with the Mongolian powers via Siberia. Behind these 
Mongolian powers are remote forces for good working from 
Tibet very gradually upon Russia. 

The symbolic formula of Race and Language is the Tower of 
Babel. This Tower was built out of time and therefore had to be 
destroyed. It 
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should now be built up, for now we tend rightfully 'to reach to the 
skies' and to have 'one language!
Vanity. Apart from its more easily recognizable manifestations, 
vanity can be the result of a form of hate and distaste for the 
Personality by an 'averse' aspect of a Higher Self. In such a case the 
Personality of early days will probably be found to have been 
spurned by that averse aspect and the instrument provided for 
incarnation refused or its experiences rejected. A kind of hate can 
be directed all the time by what seems to be the inner levels of the 
Personality against the Personality itself, resulting in a slow and 
insidious form of suicide Flattery or even comfort offered by 
others are not acceptable to this type of vanity which can consider 
only its own perverted reflection. Thus the perverted opinions of 
the false image or aspect biases all matters concerning that Self. 
Self-love and self-hate are two sides of the same coin.

Racial Angels (See also above)
These angels are evolving somewhat like the Higher Selves of 
human beings and have to move on to other stages of 
development, which in their case means working behind a different 
Race As with men, the Racial Angel's main force may focus out of 
true alignment with its source and then very often an evil power 
will use the Racial Angel's force even as an evil Personality will 
utilize the force of its Higher Self in wrong ways.

The Racial Angels may be compared to some extent with the 
Guardian Angel connected with the individual. These latter are 
embodiments of the Logoidal Will, split off into an entity 
attached to each human unit when spiritual differentiation took 
place The Racial Angels are entities holding one of the especial 
aspects of the Manu who first guided the main branch of the Race 
(Thus the Aryan Leader Rama has left aspects of his power in the 
various Aryan Races.)

The Racial Angels—when properly evolved—earn a seat at the 
sidereal Round Table Every now and again, some political measure 
is introduced which marks this concept. Again and again also it is 
found that the seat will not be taken until after a long time—even 
as a man cannot sit at the Round Table until he is king of himself. 
Angels of large and backward races are not at the same stage as 
Angels of the relatively developed nations. There is a lack of cohesion 
in such racial vehicles which are normally not welded properly with 
the Group-mind. In such conditions a strong and scheming party 
may interpolate a 'false' Angel and this 'false' Angel takes the place 
of the true Racial Guardian, which was not strongly linked up to the 
Group.

Where several Races are amalgamated into one the several Racial 
Angels
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are in one aura, and this aura may be regarded as one vast Oversoul. 
In this way the various feline groups are included in the Oversoul or 
aura of the Arch-Lion, and the Earth and the present Moon are parts 
of one Oversoul or aura.
Uriel and Sandalphon. Uriel is the Regent of the Element of Earth, 
Sandalphon of the Sphere of Earth (Malkuth), and they have an interlinked 
relationship, each being Regent of a densest aspect of force Sandalphon 
rules over the structure of the life-forms within this planet—thus he rules 
over the evolution of consciousness and of form upon the earth and so is 
Ruler of the 'Souls of Fire! which is a symbolic name for the consciousness of 
the atoms. Uriel rules over the basic forces of the earth itself, particularly the 
seismic powers, and was connected with this planet before man 
inhabited it. He has guided earth's evolution before its form solidified when 
it was passing through its fiery and watery stages. He is said to have foretold 
the Atlantean cataclysms and to have been the teacher of Enoch. Uriel 
brought the great Deluge—or, at least, administered it to the earth as a server 
of greater Powers. Through his agency Fire, Water and Air are esoterically 
'permitted' to work upon earth. At one time Uriel was a Regent on the Old 
Moon and some of his power relates, therefore to the Inner Earth. The 
Inner Earth Potencies relate to the Old Moon (the moon which preceded 
the present planet) and to pre-Atlantean days when the human 
consciousness was somewhat of the nature of the Atziluth of Yesod. 
The Inner Earth is connected with a certain type of physical healing 
because it contains the first manifestation of the Four Elements and the 
primary components of the human body.
Raphael and Michael are each, at times, ascribed to the Sun. Raphael 
represents the basic forces of the Sun as he 'stands within the Sun! Michael 
represents the solar forces in their aspect of spiritual power Thus he 
directs one aspect of the power behind 'The Solar Hero’-whether god 
or demi-god or human and, representing the Supernal Fire is in charge 
of the guarding of the approaches to consciousness from the Infernal 
Fire He is ruler over the holy Beni Elohim. An 'unholy' section of these 
Beni Elohim helped in the Black Magic of Atlantis. Endurance. The 
esoteric concept of Endurance as a virtue is not in any way a form of the 
'slave mentality'; it is the force of the rocks which cannot be moved 
and full awareness of that force Saturn, and a note on Animals. The 
'Satum-evolution of humanity was the Golden Age for Saturn was the 
first 'sun’of our humanity—not the Sun-behind-the-sun, but simply the 
first sun. Matter was then withdrawn from that planet and used on other 
planes and Saturn became the 'planet
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of Death and Constriction! (The higher arcs of the Dark Mother deal with 
the breaking-down and building up of the debris of universes, ie Chaos.) 
That was Eden or the Golden Age and its symbolism holds much interest 
Saturn was connected with both solar and lunar developments of very 
remote Ages. Its magical metal is lead; to transmute this base metal into 
gold is a well-known symbolical alchemical operation. The depth of this 
symbolism lies in the fact that the lead must be turned back into gold. There 
is a mention in the Cosmic Doctrine of the star Alpha Centauri, and the 
star y (Gamma) of that constellation was that first contacted by the Logoidal 
Mind when contemplating the beginning of human evolution in form. The 
higher animals are developments of Logoidal 'experiments' which might 
have been human had not their Over-souls failed in certain points. The 
four highest types, however, have much part in the design of man—the Four 
Holy Living Creatures. Nevertheless, it was in the Centaur's sphere that 
something of the true design was reached. Hence the Centaur is a 
constellation of great import and the astrological equivalent if strong in 
a horoscope may indicate a special aptitude for the understanding of 
humanity. It is easy to see also, how the deeply debased use of knowledge 
of these matters was a kind of evil inspiration to the Lemurian sinners. 
Archetypes (see also above). The coalescing with a Cosmic Archetype 
is a very significant act. It means that a spiritual concept received from 
the Logoidal Mind becomes an actuality in Malkuth because it is lived 
out. This concept is first given to humanity in the form of a myth—and 
a myth may be likened to a dream of the Logoidal Unconscious which 
then becomes translated to a projection of human consciousness. Work 
on an Archetype helps a soul, group, or nation to redeem and assimilate 
an aspect of itself which had previously either been rejected or projected. 
Therefore there are many kinds of Archetypes, some dealing with the 
Personality specifically, some with the Individuality as well as the universal 
and Logoidal Archetypes, which can be applied to groups and nations. 
It is all part of the process of integration.
Pendragon. Arthur's symbol of the Dragon refers to Lemuria when the 
constellation Draco held the Bole Star It becomes also either the Winged 
Serpent of the Higher Wisdom or the Evil Serpent. Death, Change, 
Reincarnation, etc. The system of change'-which later became 
'death'-was, at first, stages of withdrawal from the earth-plane; 
corruption of the physical vehicle had not as yet become stereotyped. 
The physical vehicle itself was hardly physical in the sense in which 
we now use the word; it was a densifying etheric vehicle which could 
be cast off somewhat like a complete skin which another human being



ESOTERIC GLOSSARY 97

could then use while the former occupant returned to phases of 
inner plane life till he once more contacted in realization his own 
origins on entry into the Solar Logoidal Sytem—passing once more 
in reverse back up the path of human evolution as it then was. Such 
a journey, to which the incarnationary being brought its own 
experience and added its own quota of development, was much 
simpler and shorter then than it is now for we are speaking of the 
beginnings of human history. Now the process is a long and intricate 
one for after the ending by physical death of a period of 
development on earth the spirit of man passes on a long journey 
of inter-incarnationary processes in which the evolutionary 
phases of the Higher Self are recapitulated again through the 
previous chains of its development before humanity lived on the 
present earth. This goes on at the same time that the Personality 
and higher vehicles recapitulate and absorb in meditation the 
experiences of the incarnation just ended.

All progress follows the law of recapitulation which involves the 
great laws of change, transmutation and sacrifice Physical 
recapitulation can be observed in the early stages of the human 
embryo. In the Aquarian Age Yesod is much concerned with 
redemption and equilibrium. Note on the inner vehicles of man. In 
the 'Heroic Age' (and even in later days among the Greek 
philosophers) the mind did not work in quite the same way as it 
does today. In the Heroic Age the concrete mind was certainly in 
use and developing but not nearly so developed as it became later 
It followed that the great Archetypes and the Principles behind 
them worked through the etheric body in a manner not possible 
nowadays. Hence in tales of those days there can be discerned a 
macrocosmic grandeur in the microcosm. The concrete mind 
played a relatively smaller part in the make-up of man but the 
Abstract mind was normally in touch with the 'thinker' of the day. 
At present the reverse is the case, for the Abstract Mind has receded 
in the uninitiated generally and it is the destiny of modern man to 
work as much as may be through his concrete mind. Thus 
everything today is necessarily seen in different perspective Great 
heroism indeed does exist today but does not reflect itself, so to 
speak, directly upon the etheric from macrocosmic levels. To the 
modem mind, for example, the dragging of the body of Hector by 
Achilles after the latter had slain him seems cruel and dreadful, 
but it is probable that even the Trojans did not take that view at 
the time It was 'gigantic' revenge on the grand scale of Hector and 
Achilles—a revenge in which the Oversouls of both Greeks and 
Trojans took part. Thus is drama bom or, in Mystery language, 
thus are rituals built and worked.



98

The 'Masters' (see also above)
In the East—especially in India—the conditions and atmosphere are much 
easier to manipulate from the Inner Planes for purposes of manifestation. 
Such manifestations are of the etheric or subtle aspects of matter and, 
being of matter, can be termed 'physical' but that word has then a meaning 
somewhat different from what is usually understood by it. When the 
Theosophical Society was inaugurated the strongest possible 
manifestations of the Inner Plane Adepti were needed to impress the 
teaching but when that had been achieved the same strength of 
manifestation was no longer called for.

Concerning the 'incarnations' of Inner Plane Adepti, the question is more 
complex than usually thought and there are differences between the degrees 
of incarnation. A suitable disciple of a certain Master can be used by that 
Master, with the consent and co-operation of the Higher Self of that disciple, 
for a type of incarnation, and the result would differ little from a genuine 
incarnation foras long as the Master's purpose required. The incarnating 
Force, however, would be so incarnated only temporarily and intermittently 
and the Personality thus manifesting it would not be its own true Projection. 
An example of this on the very highest level is said to be the manifestation 
during three years of an aspect of the Christ in the Lord Jesus in order to 
accomplish a great work, the high initiate who manifested the Force 
having had other lives on earth directed by his own Spirit.

The Archangel Sandalphon
This Archangel is the guide of the planet Earth—the Regent of Malkuth 
(see Cosmic Doctrine). He has guided the Earth since Lemurian days 
and many of his relations with Earth figure in mythologies and the myths 
of certain gods. His development affects humanity somewhat as the 
evolution of humanity affects the development of the Earth (the Planetary 
Spirit as described in the Cosmic Doctrine). The Racial Angels are in 
his especial jurisdiction and certain countries and their influences are in 
a deep sense the result of his own stages of growth. Pallas Athene. 
Wisdom is virgin and unadulterated. To some extent it is veiled, for the 
world could not survive the sight of it naked. The deeper into matter it 
penetrates the more must it be shielded, and therefore it is armed for its 
own protection: it wears a helmet in order that its own fire shall not 
destroy the brain; it is begotten, not made; it is born of the Father, i.e the 
Divine Spark through Logoidal contact; it bears the spear and holds all 
knowledge In short it is Pallas Athene and on her shield is the Gorgon's 
Head, veiled or unveiled.


